
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5/6 Curriculum Newsletter: Autumn Term 

2015 

Mr Sweeney, Miss Collins, Mr Sewell, Mrs Dale, 

Mrs Fox and Mrs Burke 

Our topic this term: The Great War (World War 1) 

PPA Cover:  

Mrs Mills, Mrs Peach, Mrs Setchell, Madame 

Millard (Thursday PM) 

 

During our Topic sessions, we are 

going to be focussing on and 

exploring:  

• How the Great War was 

started. 

• The Allies and Axis – who 

were they? 

• Recruitment 

• The life and career of 

Walter Tull – should he 

have been awarded the 

Victoria Cross? 

• Zeppelins and U-Boats 

• Rationing and the role of 

Women in the war 

• Harry Patch – ‘The Last 

Tommy’ 

• The Christmas Truce and 

Remembrance 

In Literacy this term we will be:  

• Studying the texts: ‘Journey to Jo’Burg’ by Beverley Naidoo 

focussing on the issue of apartheid, Private Peaceful, by Michael 

Morpurgo (Y6) and ‘Over The Line’ by Tom Palmer (Y5)  

• Creating our own modern narrative stories.  

• Writing our own information, discussion, persuasion and 

explanation texts. 

 

We are also going to be working hard on exploring new spellings, 

accurate punctuation and grammar in our SPAG sessions. 

In Maths sessions over the coming term, our curriculum is orgainsed into 

units of work which cover the different areas, which include:  

• Number, place value and the four operations (X , + , - ,  /) 

• Geometry, including work on space and shape 

• Fractions, decimals and percentages 

• Orgainsing and handling data. 

If you wish to help your child at home it is useful practising times 

tables, using the Skoolbo website, recalling number facts and mental 

calculations. We also encourage children to explain their reasoning 

and how they arrived at a particular answer. When supporting your 

children with new methods of calculation, there is a parents guide on 

the website, which you may find helpful.   

Over the term in Science, 

we will be studying:  

• Micro-organisms  

• Bacteria and Viruses 

• Fossils, how they 

were formed 

• Adaptations 

• Evolution and 

Inheritance  

• Food chains 

 



 

 

 

We have two hours of PE each week; one indoor and 

one outdoor. Can we please ask that all children have 

their PE kit in school for their designated PE days? 

Children should have: 

• A plain white T-shirt with sleeves and black 

or navy shorts for indoor PE. 

• The above, something to keep them warm 

(for example a tracksuit, or jogging bottoms 

and a jumper) and sturdy, comfortable 

trainers for outdoor PE. 

PE days are as follows: 

Teacher Indoor PE Outdoor PE 

Mr Sweeney 

(Hyenas) 

Wednesday 

Afternoon 

Friday 

Afternoon 

Miss Collins 

(Lemurs) 

Wednesday 

Afternoon 

Friday 

Afternoon 

Mr Sewell 

(Zebras) 

Tuesday 

Afternoon 

Wednesday 

Afternoon 

Mrs Dale 

(Tigers) 

Tuesday 

Afternoon 

Wednesday 

Afternoon 

 

In Indoor PE this term we will be: 

• Creating our own routines using floor  

techniques and different equipment  in 

gymnastics 

• Devising our own dance routines with the 

support of Jack Stinton (Classes TBC) 

In outdoor PE, we will be focussing on team building, 

orienteering and Football. 

 

Over the coming term, in PSHE, Year 5 and 6 will be:  

• Investigation differing rights and responsibilities 

• Discovering what a government is 

• Exploring the differences between MPs and 

councillors 

• Undertaking a citizenship project 

Whilst studying computing this 

term, the children will be:  

• Developing their 

research skills 

• Learning how to use a 

range of applications 

and programmes to 

present information.  

• Studying the concept of 

E-safety and how to 

stay safe when using 

technology. 

French and Music are taught by specialists this term. They 

will have an hour of French a week, developing 

conversation skills. In music the children will be exploring a 

range of instruments from differing cultures. 

This term in Art, the children will be developing their 

painting, drawing and collaging skills, to create African 

anmals, WW1 propaganda and trench life.  

In RE , Year 5 will be exploring why people say they are who 

they are, linking to Christianity. Year 6 will be focussing on 

whether Religion is something you say or do. 

• Author Visit 14
th

 September 

(Katherine Rundell) 

• Y6  Hilltop  17
th

 November 

• Parents Evenings – 15
th

 and 

20
th

 October 

Thank you for your continued support, we are all looking forward to the exciting 

term ahead! The 5/6 Team 

 

• Please ensure that your child reads regularly at home, it can be an excellent way to share 

their developing reading skills and show off. We would appreciate if their home school 

diairies can be signed to show this.  

• Homework will be set as a project each term this year, more information will be sent out 

termly for each project – please ensure your child shares this with you.  

• Spellings are issued weekly, and tested the following week. We find that the ‘look, say, 

cover, write, check’ method works best.  

• The children are using  the online programme ‘Skoolbo’ to enhance their Literacy and 

Numeracy skills, it would be fantanstic if they could share this with you at home. 

If you are able to come in and support the children at school in any way, 

supporting reading or sharing something for our Topic, please let your child’s 

teacher know.  


