
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5/6 Curriculum Newsletter: Spring Term 2016 

Mr Sweeney, Miss Collins, Mr Sewell, Mrs Dale and 

Mrs Howell  

Our topic this term: The Gruesome Greeks (Ancient 

and Modern Day Greece)  

1:1 Teaching: Mrs Burke 

PPA Cover:   

Mrs Mills, Mrs Peach, Mrs Setchell, Madame 

Millard and Mrs Fox (Thursday PM) 

 

During our Topic sessions, we are going 

to be focussing on and exploring:  

• Greece, it’s location, climate 

and culture (Modern day 

and Ancient Times) 

• Comparing modern Greek 

culture to Britain 

• Ancient Greece – what 

impact has it had on 

modern day? 

• Greek Gods and Mount 

Olympus 

• Greek Heroes 

• The Olympics  

• The Ancient Greek class 

system 

• Education and scientific 

discovery 

 

In Literacy this term we will be:  

• Studying the texts: ‘The Suitcase Kid’ by Jaqueline Wilson 

focussing on the issue of inclusion and empathy for others and 

then reading ‘The Diary of Anne Frank’ – looking at effective 

diary writing, and  working towards developing our inference 

skills.  

• Creating our own myths and legends.  

• Writing our own recounts, diaries, newspaper articles, 

autobiographies and poetry to perform aloud. 

We are also going to be continuing to work hard on exploring new 

spellings, accurate punctuation and grammar in our SPAG sessions. 

In Maths sessions over the coming term, we will continue to focus on the following curriculum areas 

• Number, place value and the four operations (X , + , - ,  /) 

• Geometry, including work on space and shape 

• Fractions, decimals and percentages 

• Orgainsing and handling data. 

If you wish to help your child at home it would be useful to support the children when using the 

Skoolbo website, recalling number facts and mental calculations. We also encourage children to 

explain their reasoning and how they arrived at a particular answer. When supporting your 

children with new methods of calculation, there is a parents guide on the website, which you 

may find helpful.   

As you may have read, the government are beginning to introduce a compulsory multiplication 

table test at the end of KS2. In response to this, the children will now also be having weekly 

multiplication table practice, we would greatly appreciate your support in  assisting the 

children’s learning of these tables. If you would like some support or advice on how best to 

support, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

Over the term in Science, 

we will be studying:  

• Light and Sound – 

How do they travel? 

• Reflection and 

refraction 

• Absoprtion of light 

and sound 

• The Earth and Solar 

System – Planeraty 

arrangement 

• Gravity and planet 

atmosphere 

• Satellites  

• The solar and lunar 

cycle 



 

 

 

We have two hours of PE each week; one indoor and 

one outdoor. Can we please ask that all children have 

their PE kit in school for their designated PE days? 

Children should have: 

• A plain white T-shirt with sleeves and black 

or navy shorts for indoor PE. 

• The above, something to keep them warm 

(for example a tracksuit, or jogging bottoms 

and a jumper) and sturdy, comfortable 

trainers for outdoor PE. 

PE days are as follows: 

Teacher Indoor PE Outdoor PE 

Mr Sweeney 

(Hyenas) 

Tuesday 

Afternoon 

Wednesday 

Afternoon 

Miss Collins 

(Lemurs) 

Tuesday 

Afternoon 

Wednesday 

Afternoon 

Mr Sewell 

(Zebras) 

Tuesday 

Afternoon 

Wednesday 

Afternoon 

Mrs Dale 

(Tigers) 

Tuesday 

Afternoon 

Wednesday 

Afternoon 

 

In Indoor PE this term we will be: 

• Creating our own routines using floor  

techniques and different equipment  in 

gymnastics that involve balancing, flight and 

movement.  

In outdoor PE, we will be focussing on team building 

and orienteering (in Year 6 with Grafham Water 

instructors) and Quicksticks Hockey 

Over the coming term, in PSHE, Year 5 and 6 will be:  

• Exploring diversity and community in Britain including:  

- Understanding the role of the media and its 

possible influences 

- Recognising the negative effects of stereotyping 

and prejudice and how voulnteers can contrtibute 

to communities.  

Whilst studying computing this 

term, the children will be:  

• Developing their 

computer 

programming and 

coding skills using a 

range of softward and 

hardware including:  

- Scratch 

- Makey Makey 

- Rasberry Pi   

French and Music are taught by specialists this term. They 

will have an hour of French a week, developing 

conversation skills. In music the children will be exploring a 

range of instruments from differing cultures. 

This term in Art and DT, the children will be exploring 

idealism and realismg paintings and creating Greek clay 

pots.  

In RE , we will be exploring Buddhism and enlightenment 

and how Christianity can differ in countries across the world, 

focussing on differences in practice and traditions.  

Thank you for your continued support, we 

are all looking forward to the exciting term 

ahead! The 5/6 Team 

 

• Please ensure that your child reads regularly at home, it can be an excellent way to share their developing 

reading skills and show off. We would appreciate if their home school diairies can be signed to show this.  

• Homework will be set as a project each term this year, more information will be sent out termly for each 

project – please ensure your child shares this with you.  

• Spellings are issued weekly, and tested the following week. We find that the ‘look, say, cover, write, check’ 

method works best.  

• The children are using  the online programme ‘Skoolbo’ to enhance their Literacy and Numeracy skills, it 

would be fantanstic if they could share this with you at home. 

  

If you are able to come in and 

support the children at school in 

any way, supporting reading or 

sharing something for our Topic, 

please let your child’s teacher 

know.  

Key Dates for Diaries! 

• 11
th

 January – Tiger Class Assembly 

• 18
th

 January – Marvellous Maths Day 

• 8
th

 February – Safer internet day 

 

• 9
th

 February – Gangsta Granny Trip to 

Milton Keynes 

• 25
th

 February – Year 6 Rotary Quiz 

• 4
th

 March – World Book Day 

• March 15
th

 and 17
th

 – Parents Evenings 


