


A warm welcome to Thorndown Primary School!  We are a 
school that is continually striving to provide the best 
opportunities for  our children. We have a highly skilled team of 
dedicated and committed staff who work closely together to 
ensure that the children are at the heart of all that we do. 
  
‘“The school is a friendly community within which pupils work 
and play in safety and with confidence” 
The school is regarded highly by parents and carers.  Adults and 
pupils have good working relationships and show good levels of 
respect for each other; this supports learning well’.  
 OFSTED June 2013 
   
Central to our success is the desire to educate the “whole” child. 
This means working in a warm and friendly environment, where 
each child can work towards maximizing  their potential in 
personal, social and academic  enterprise. We create an 
atmosphere where all our children are valued and are able to 
contribute to the life of the school. 
  
We believe that the development of strong partnerships 
between home and school will enhance children’s learning.  We 
provide opportunities for parents to be involved in the life of the 
school and we are always available to discuss any issues of 
concern. 
 
This prospectus is designed to give you an insight into our 
school, but we would encourage you to take the opportunity to 
visit us so that you can experience this for yourself. 



Thorndown is a community primary school for 4-11 year olds. 
 
 Due to housing developments in the locality, the school population has been growing and we have a new building 

programme on site.  This will allow the school to grow to become a three form entry school (maximum of 630 
pupils)  It is an exciting time for the school and the new facilities will help to enhance the provision for our pupils. 

 The plans for this future accommodation can be seen, on request at the school. 
 St Ives is a delightful market town with good facilities and a great deal of local history. 
 We have excellent  links within the local community. 
 The majority of our pupils move on to their secondary education at our nearby St Ivo School. 

The Primary School was formed in September 2011 when the previous Infant and Junior schools were 
amalgamated.  The staff and governors worked together to create the following statement of purpose: 

 
At Thorndown, we value and respect everyone in our community and work as a team to……. 
 

provide learning experiences which support and inspire high achievement for all 
ensure a caring, safe and welcoming environment 
promote cooperative and responsible attitudes to make a positive contribution 
actively encourage independence and confidence to thrive in a changing world 

Happy, Healthy, High Achievers 
 



Teaching and Learning 
 
At Thorndown, we believe that all children are 
entitled to a broad and balanced curriculum. 
Learning is fun and interactive and the children 
are always well supported in their own personal 
goals. We believe that providing excitement and 
challenge are key elements to learning. In all year 
groups we monitor pupil progress, sharing this 
with the child and with the parents helping 
everyone to understand the next important steps 
in learning. 
 

Reception. We have lots of fun in the Foundation Stage 

with our play based curriculum that helps the children 
learn the skills they need to become effective learners. 

Key Stage 1 
Years 1 and 2 build on the learning that 
has taken place in the Foundation Stage. 
The curriculum provides varied 
opportunities to meet a range of 
learning styles. 

Key Stage 2 
In addition to academic elements of the curriculum we aim 
to develop the social skills which will enable the children to 
make friends and gain confidence. We encourage 
independent skills in order to prepare the children for 
transition to Secondary School. 



Enriching the Curriculum 
 

At Thorndown we believe that every 
young person should experience the 
world beyond the classroom as an 
essential part of learning and 
personal development, whatever 
their age, ability or circumstances. 
 
Our day trips cement the curriculum 
learning and offer the pupils a chance 
to ‘experience’ the topics they cover.  
 
 
 
 
 
“Learning is enhanced by a 
programme of extra-curricular 
activities which adds to and broadens 
pupils’ experiences” Ofsted 2013 

Residential Trips 
 
We offer the children in Year 2, 4 and 6 the 
opportunity of taking part in a residential trip. 
These are incredibly popular with the children 
who look forward to these trips. 
 
We believe exposure to well managed risks 
helps children learn important life skills. These 
trips also help foster independence and 
confidence. 
 

Visitors 
 

During a school year invited guests and 
organisations come to the school to enhance 
the learning of the pupils. We have been lucky 
to host the Fire Brigade, Police, various Authors, 
Amy Cespa, Roman Soldiers, bread makers, 
Apiarists, Raptor Foundation, theatre groups 
and (for fun) a touring Pantomime company. 



Parents and Carers 
 

Parents and Carers are important to us at Thorndown 
Primary School and we have a strong commitment to 
develop links between home and school. We have an 
active and very supportive PTA who offer a wide variety of 
events for the children and adults to enjoy. 
 
We encourage frequent contact between home and 
school through parent’s evenings, birthday lunches or 
‘walk rounds’, where you can see what the children have 
been working on. We welcome parents into the life of our 
school, whether helping on a school trip, joining the PTA 
or supporting children with their daily lessons. 

“Both my children 
have attended this 
school. Their 
individual talents 
have been 
recognised and 
developed enabling 
them to achieve their 
full potential” 
Parent 

“Our favourite thing 
about the school is 
the respect and care 
shown between 
teachers and pupils 
and the importance 
given to making a 
child’s primary school 
years fun and secure” 
Parent 



School Governors   

• The School is well supported by a Governing Body who show interest and commitment 
to school development.  The responsibility of School Governors has  increased 
significantly over the years.   

• Governors play a key role in monitoring standards, and a programme of governor visits 
gives them a clear insight into the day to day running of the school and the 
development of priorities. 

• The Learning and Development committee ensures that the requirements of the 
National Curriculum are met.  They look very closely at school data and the standards 
for achievement and progress of pupils across the school.  They monitor the provision of 
sex education, special educational needs and child protection.   

• The Finance, Personnel and Premises committees all play a key role in ensuring that all 
statutory requirements are met, including health and safety issues.  

• The Governors meet as a whole group at least once a term and also meet in smaller 
committees to manage issues more efficiently. They work closely with the Headteacher 
and provide challenge as well as support.  

• They also make an effort to be involved in the life of the school when possible.  They 
have representation during parent consultation evenings and any special events through 
the school year. 

 

Helping at our ‘Eco Day’. 



 Fundamental to the learning of any child is the relationship between home and school.  We believe that 
working together at Thorndown will lead to genuine success and achievement for all our children. 

Happy, Healthy, High achievers 
 
 If you would like more information please contact us  
 or arrange a visit to see for yourself. 

 
 Thorndown Primary School 
 Hill Rise 
 St Ives 
 Cambs 
 PE27 6SE 
 Phone 01480 375103 
 e-mail: office@thorndown.cambs.sch.uk 
 
 www.thorndownprimaryschool.co.uk 
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