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Staff news 

Mrs Dale will be returning from her maternity 

leave on the week starting 29
th

 June. She will be 

teaching all over the school until she has a new 

class in September. 

Miss Hammond and Mrs Aldridge are moving on to 

pastures new in September, so they will be leaving 

at the end of term. I am sure you will join me in 

thanking them both for their hard work at 

Thorndown and wishing them well in their future 

adventures. 

In September, we will be welcoming two new 

teachers to Thorndown: Miss Melander and Miss 

Bell. Both teachers are coming to our ‘moving up’ 

afternoon on the 9
th

 July, so their new class can 

meet them ready for September. 

Maths workshops for parents 

As you will be aware, we have recently run some 

small group workshops for parents looking at the 

methods we use for teaching calculations. Those 

who attended the sessions found these very 

useful. They reported that they now have a better 

understanding of how maths is taught in school 

and how they can help their child at home. We will 

offer to run these sessions again in the Autumn 

Term. 

Fractions in Action! 

 

On Wednesday 8
th

 July, we will be holding an 

information session for parents about fractions. 

This will start in the hall at 9:05am, when Mrs 

Gerrard will give a short presentation. From 9.50 

to 10.20am, parents will have the opportunity to 

visit their child’s classroom to see fractions in 

action! Please book your place by visiting: 

https://thorndown.parentseveningsystem.co.uk
/default 

Year 5 Get Wet at Mepal! 

 

On a sunny Thursday 4
th

 June, the Year 5 children 

from Thorndown Primary School went to Mepal 

Outdoor Centre. 

After a short trip on a hot and stuffy coach, the 

cheerful children ran out of the vehicle to find out 

what they were doing whilst they were at Mepal. 

After having the very important safety talk, the 

keen and eager children got changed, put on their 

buoyancy aids and went to get their canoes and 

paddles. 

Next, we launched the canoes in the water and 

started paddling, but after a while we could hear 

the faint splash, splash, splosh as kids were 

capsizing in the cool, refreshing water. 

Following this, we moored into the docks and had 

a paddle, laughing. 

After a short while, we put away the canoes and 

went to have lunch. 

After lunch, the tired children worked together to 

built rafts. I thought it was a tricky task managing 

the reluctant knots. Despite the rafts being a little 

unstable, the children were able to paddle like the 

wind as the reluctant raft started to plough its way 

through the ripples. 

After a long and tiring day, we got changed and 

got onto the coach to go home. 

Max B, Year 5 

 

Skoolbo 

 
Over the last few weeks, our Reception and KS1 

pupils have be trying out Skoolbo online to help 

develop their maths and literacy skills. Mrs 

Browne’s class was sent a fantastic trophy for 

achieving the most points in the school last week. 

Well done everyone! 

 

Mathletics 

Well done to Rohan and Sophie, who have 

managed to achieve their ‘Gold’ Mathletics award 

and were presented with a gold medal in 

assembly. 

  

 

  



Mathletics is helpful because it shows me different 

methods to calculate answers. It helps me with my 

times tables by giving me challenging questions to 

answer. If I get some wrong, I restart and do them 

again until I get them right. Mathletics is a fun way 

to learn maths. Use it as often as you can and 

maybe you will get a gold medal like me! 

Rohan, Year 4 

 

Quad Kids 

 
On Tuesday the 9

th
 of June, 16 young, resilient 

children entered the world of athletics. It took 

place at the outdoor centre in St Ives. This 

competition was to compete for the summer 

festival. There were 4 activities: 75 metre sprint, 

600 metre run, standing long jump and last of all, a 

vortex howler throw.  

The children had the 600 metre run first, the vortex 

throw second, standing long jump third and the 

sprint last. Georgina (one of the pupils) said, “It 

was really fun because we beat Westfields!” On 

the other hand, Mr Sweeney (a teacher) said, “I 

was very impressed by the resilience of our 

children!”  

There were 152 girls participating and 156 boys! 

On the Friday soon after, Mr Sweeney (the sports 

leader) got the results for the top 3 boys and the 

top 3 girls. Unfortunately, none of our boys came 

in the top 3 but they were amazing! Georgina 

Webb came 3
rd

 out of 152 and Nadine McMahon 

came 2
nd

.  

Overall it was an outstanding competition 

By Nadine Mc Yr 6 

Year 5/ 6 visit Cambridge 

On Wednesday 10
th

 June 2015, I went with Year 

5&6 of Thorndown Primary School on an exciting 

day trip to Cambridge. At 9:20am, we were put 

into groups (I was in Mr Sweeney’s) and clambered 

onto the coach (that was late!) We were all 

buzzing! But what would we do there? 

The coach trip only took about half an hour, so 

there wasn’t too long to wait. We were dropped 

off at Queens Street, then we were left for the day.  

First, we walked to this round, metal map; it told 

us where to walk to get to Kings Parade. “Do you 

think this map is up to date?” asked Mr Sweeney 

like a Quizmaster. 

“No because it looks really old and new roads and 

shops are built all the time!” answered Shantel 

knowledgably.  

When we arrived at Kings Parade, we had a little 

chat about the street and then had a photo taken 

by Mrs Burke; the Kings College guide person 

photo bombed without knowing! The highlight of 

the day was when we went to the Fudge Kitchen. 

The man gave us a talk about land use over a 

delicious, creamy piece of salted caramel fudge. He 

said that you can walk all the way to London 

without taking a single step off of the Cambridge 

university grounds! 

Fudge is a sweet treat that many people crave. It is 

sold a lot by the seaside shops and professional 

sweet shops. The most popular fudge shop in Year 

6 of Thorndown Primary school is the Cambridge 

Fudge Kitchen. 

After the fantastic fudge, we wandered down past 

Trinity College then to Parker’s Piece. There we did 

a traffic survey. As a group, me, Chloe A, and 

Nadine made a hypothesis that there would be 

mostly cars; we were right (of course!). 

At about 12:30 pm, the 3 groups met up and had 

lunch together on Parkers Piece. Everyone was let 

off to play and me and my friends did gymnastics. 

Nadine showed the teachers her free cartwheel. 

Lastly, Mr Sweeney took us up to Castle Hill. We all 

ran up the muddy bit and slid down. The second 

time, we ran up the steps, but disaster struck when 

the hall keeper came out! “Excuse me, but it is law 

that we don’t allow anybody to slide down natural 

paths,” explained the nasty man aggressively. 

“Ok we understand, thank you.” answered the 

shocked Mr Sweeney. 

Afterwards, we quickly went back to the coach, got 

on and drove off. That was the end of the trip. 

By Roanna Yr 6 

 

 


