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Happy New Year and welcome back to 
another busy and hardworking term at 
Thorndown. I hope you had a great break and 
have recharged your batteries. 
We have started back with a superhero bang 
looking at our VCOP characters to help our 
pupils improve their writing. More 
information can be found below. 
This term, we will continue to have more class 
assemblies, which we would love to see you 
at. Also, look out for the parents’ evenings in 
March. Dates for these events will be put on 
the Thorndown Lowdown over the next few 
weeks. 
I look forward to working with you again this 
term. 

Vicc Godbold 
 

APP of the Month 
January 

 
 
 
 

Miss Marshall, our ICT co-ordinator, is 
launching an APP of the month for you to try 
it home with your children. This month it is 
PIC Collage, which is free to download for 
Apple or Android tablets and phones. Pic 
Collage is a simple yet highly versatile app 
whcih enables people to combine text, 
photographs, web images, stickers and even 
videos on a page. It is very easy to use by 
people of all ages, as it is controlled by simple 
touch gestures. Collages that are made are 
easily shared from this app and can be saved 
as images or e-mailed to be printed and 
displayed. 
Pic Collage has already been used in school to 
display practical learning, help learn spellings, 
make persuasive leaflets during literacy, for  

 
homework and as a presentation tool. There 
are many possibilities with this app, which we 
will be exploring this month. Give it a try! 

 

Well Done 

 
There are moments in school when a well 
done smiley sticker is just not enough! If a 
pupil has worked very hard at a piece of work, 
or tried harder than they ever have before, or 
have moved their learning on significantly, we 
feel that everyone should know about it!  
Therefore, we have introduced a new 
postcard system, which we will use to inform 
you of great things your child has done. A 
postcard will be sent home to you with just a 
small note of the action which we are very, 
very pleased about so you can share in their 
achievements. Look out for these in your 
child’s bag. 
 

Thank you from the Ebyon Trust 

As this New Year begins, we are writing on 
behalf of The Trust to THANK all who made 
donations towards helping those in our 
community who are suffering hardship and 
deprivation. Your kindness and generosity 
during the Christmas season was very 
gratefully received and helped many across a 
wide age range who were coping in various 
difficult and often very sad circumstances. It 
also helped to show them that they 
were acknowledged, thought of and valued. 
We are very appreciative of your support and 
know that it has made a difference. 
With kind regards and gratitude,  
 Bob and Carol Thorndike 

 
Uniform  

In September, the pupils at Thorndown took 
great pride in their appearance and were a 
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credit to the school. Thank you for your 
support. However, looking at the pupils’ 
uniform last week, this has started to slip. I’d 
like to remind parents that pupils need to 
wear: 
Blue or red sweatshirts 
Blue, white or red polo shirts 
Grey or black trousers, skirts and pinafores. 
No jeans please 
Black shoes 
Black, blue, grey or red tights. 
 
Pupils should also tie long hair back out of 
their eyes for learning. This is especially 
important for PE and gymnastics. 
Can I also ask that nail vanish be removed 
during the week and the only jewellery worn 
should be a watch or stud earrings. These 
earrings should be removed for PE days or 
covered in a microfibre tape, which should be 
provided by you. 
All pupils from Year 1- to Year 6 must have a 
PE kit in school every week, which should 
enable them to participate in outdoor and 
indoor PE sessions each week. 
Thank you for your continued support with 
this matter. 

VCOP week 
Last week was a very special week for 
Thorndown as it was ‘Writing like a 
Superhero’ week. It began with an exciting 
'Strictly Come Writing' assembly where four 
superheroes ‘Violet Vocabulary’, Captain 
Connective’, ‘Incredible Opener’ and ‘Dr 
Punctuation’ demonstrated how to improve 
sentences!  

 
 

During the exciting week, we met a collection 
of real life heroes. MAGPAS, Wood Green and 
the Police came to visit and they told us about 
their jobs and what it was like to be a hero. 
The children had the opportunity to ask the 
police officer some questions and watch an 
exciting clip of the MAGPAS helicopter. 
Unfortunately, due to unforeseen 
circumstances the fire service couldn't attend.  
Every child had the opportunity to be a 
reporter and at the end of the week we 
launched 'Big Write' where the children wrote 
a newspaper article based on the week's 

events. We had a fun packed week looking at 
what we needed to do to improve our writing. 
This special week has inspired the children to 
write and has had a positive impact on their 
learning. Don't forget 'The Thorndown 
Chronicle' will be on sale on Tuesday 20th 
January 2015 during school time for 50p!  
 
Below is a sneaky peak of the high quality 
writing the pupils produced last week. 
 

Thorndown News 
Wood Green visit School 

 
Yesterday Wood Green came to visit. A lady 
talked to us about what they do. 
First she showed us all the animals they have. 
She said that people think goats are good 
lawn mowers, but they are not! 
Ferrets are very good pets but they are always 
getting lost and not very good at finding their 
way back. 
Wood Green also has horses, sheep and 
lambs. The lady said “Last year we gave a 
good home to over 100 kittens!” 
It was fabulous.  
Wood Green has lots of animals. They have 
pets that owners can no look after. Then 
Wood Green find a new forever home for 
animals. 
By Rebecca Year 2 
 

Date for your diary 

 
This year, Red Nose Day raising money for 
Comic Relief is on Friday 13th March. We will 
make sure you have lots of notice to get ready 
after our Student Council has decided what 
we are doing this time. 
 

Parking 
 I am having lots of complaints again from 
local residents about the places parents park 
when collecting and dropping off their 
children. This includes in front of residents’ 
driveways. Can I ask that all parents parking 
near to school to think about where they park 
and treat parking spaces as if they were 
outside their own homes. Thank you. 
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