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Our Marvellous Maths Day 

On Wednesday 21st January, we held a 
marvellous day of maths. It started with a whole 
school assembly which involved maths songs, 
problems and a clever card trick using maths. 

 
The day was full of mathematical problems 
which pupils solved using skills such as 
estimating, working logically and recording 
systematically. Reception had a range of 
investigations, including working out how many 
ways they could stack coloured blocks. Year 
1&2’s problems involved space aliens and Years 
3&4 investigated area and perimeter. They even 
calculated the number of children who could fit 
into the playground! 

 
 

Year 5 and Year 6 had delicious problem to 
solve! The children were asked to find patterns 
when decorating biscuits for a party.  

 
They had to work systematically using a method 
of their choice to create patterns of biscuits with 
different combinations of icing, cherries and no 
toppings at all. Some children even used some 
algebra! Keep an eye on the website for more 
pictures, coming soon. 

 
Thank you to all the staff for organising such a 
fun day. 

Cheffins Sports Cups and Shield 

 
Recently, we have been in regular contact with 
Cheffins the estate agents and have arranged a 
variety of sponsorship opportunities, the first of 
which has arrived in school! We are going to be 
introducing an inter-house competition; more 
information will follow! Cheffins have very 
kindly agreed to sponsor a range of 'star 
performer' trophies, to reward children each 
half term who demonstrate attributes relating 
to the Olympic Values. A child from each year 
group will have a certificate sent home and their 
name placed on their house trophy.  
  
Cheffins have also agreed to sponsor a 'St Ives 
Inter-house Football Shield'. Further information 
again to follow! 
 

Dressing up notice 
We are having a Book Day on Friday 6th March, 
when the pupils are encouraged to dress up as 
book characters. For Comic Relief, which is on 
Friday 13th March, the student council would 
like us to dress up in our onesies or PJs. More 
details about these days to follow. 
 
  



Chess Heads 

 
Chess Heads is Thorndown’s chess club for 

children in Key Stages 1 and 2. We meet 

regularly at lunchtimes and occasionally after 

school, with the aim of enjoying a game of 

chess. 

Currently, many children are participating in 

‘The Delancey UK Schools Chess Challenge’, a 

national competition played over 7 games.  

Points are awarded: 3 for a win, 2 for a draw 

and 1 for taking part. A badge is the reward 

when 3 points are achieved and gold spots are 

added to the badge for each 3 points thereafter. 

The prize of a mascot is won when a competitor 

reaches 11 points and a ‘killer move’ booklet 

when they get to 15 points.  A trophy will be 

presented to the overall tournament winner at 

the end of the challenge. Competitors who 

attain 17 points will qualify for the MEGAFINAL 

in May which is likely to be held in Cambridge.   

In addition to the competition, we have medals 

to be awarded to children at the end of term for 

participation, sportsmanship, endurance and 

progression.  

 
Most importantly, all Chess Heads come to the 

club for the love of chess and to have some fun 

with friends! New Chess Heads are always 

welcome.  

Mrs Bralee 
 

The Mayans 
Do you know anything about the Mayans? 

 
On Wednesday 28th January 2015 a man called 
Ian and a lady called Joanna, from a company 
called Mexicolore, came in to talk about the 
Mayans, all of the children enjoyed it. 

First Ian told us about the numbers up to four 
and this is what they are, hun-1, cha-2, ox-3 and 
kan-4 and they are all the numbers we know.  
He said that the lucky number is “9”. When a 
baby is born, a Mayan priest will walk around a 
table 9 times and offer 9 objects for the baby to 
hold, to see what their future is going to be. The 
main reason for this is because the adult needs 
to know what they are going to do when they 
are older. 

 
When the Mayans where going to war they used 
obsidian for their broad swords and other 
weapons. They also used it for mirrors to make 
sure they looked pretty. 
The Ancient Mayans grew lots of food like corn, 
cocoa beans, tacos, tortilla, pineapple and deer. 
They also have gum that they collected from the 
Gum Tree. They get the white from the sap of 
the tree and then get fruit which they used to 
make gum. 
They had lots of instruments like shells to bang 
and clatter, wood for banging on things and a 
big shell, called a conch, to blow for emergencies 
or when someone’s in danger. 
Where the Mayans lived, the sun was like a 
diamond shimmering in the sky.  
Mayans also had a ball game where you were 
only allowed to use your hips not hands or feet. 
Whatever team lost, the captain lost his head 
and the winning team didn’t do anything. The 
hoops were small and they were really high up 
so they had to jump really high to get it into the 
hoop. Once one of the teams has won then that 
is the end of the game.  Until the next game! 
   By Tabitha 

 

 
 


