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I can’t believe we are getting ready for a half 
term already! It doesn’t seem like 5 minutes 
since Christmas. 
The children have worked hard this half term 
and have been delving into their topics and 
developing their writing and maths skills. 
Next half term we are holding parents’ evenings, 
enjoying more class assemblies, Years 3 and 4 
are putting on their productions of Treasure 
Island and you are all invited to another Parent 
Forum meeting. 
I hope you all have a chance to relax and have 
some family time, and I will see you on Monday 
23rd February. 

Vicci Godbold 

 
Thank you to Sophie R and Joshua J Yr6 for their 
interview. Look out for another member of staff 
next month. 

 
APP of the month 

February 
 
POW! Comic strip creator is a simple, yet highly 

effective app that enables people to combine 

photographs, drawings and web images with 

speech balloons, warped text and stickers to 

create graphic novels or to display pictures and 

information. It is simple to use by people of all 

ages and offers the ability to move and zoom 

around the page easily. Comic strips that are 

created are easily shared from this app and can 

be saved as an image or e-mailed to be printed 

and displayed. 

POW! Comic Strip Creator has been used 

already in school within literacy and guided 

reading sessions to create our own stories and 

comics. We will be exploring more ways of using 

it this month; there are many possibilities!  

Give it a try! 

Staff request 

Sadly, I have to report that recently there have 

been instances of verbal aggression towards 

staff by a very small minority of parents. We are 

totally committed to listening to and resolving 

parental complaints. However, along with other 

public enviroments such as doctors’ surgeries, 

we cannot tolerate abusive or threatening 

behaviour towards staff. Thank you 

Mammoths in St Ives 

 



On Monday 2nd February, Dr Chris Thomas, who 

is a volunteer from the Norris Museum, came to 

Thorndown to talk about mammoths. Everyone 

was very excited about the wonderful surprise.  

He said right at the start we would travel in time 

and there would be changes in climate, changes 

in land and a few changes in mammoths. And 

we would soon know why. 

Loudly he said, “three million years ago 

mammoths were around.  There were lots of 

different mammoths.  There were once Southern 

Mammoths that were an amazing four metres 

tall and they walked all the way to St Ives from 

Africa!”  Dr Chris Thomas showed us pictures of 

a straight tusked elephant that would have been 

very much like the mammoth that lived in Africa 

at the time.  Everyone laughed at his funny 

pictures of cartoon mammoths in modern day St 

Ives.  

He told us two long and hard words: glacial and 

interglacial.  Glacial means times of cold and 

interglacial means time of warmth. The 

mammoths that lived in Africa and came to St 

Ives didn’t have any fur at all.   A long time ago 

we were covered in 1000m of ice, after that we 

were covered in mud.  We all thought that was 

disgusting!  Unexpectedly, he said that we were 

floating above the water.  Afterwards ancient 

elephants, hippos and lions were living in the 

area that is now St Ives. 

Finally Dr Chris Thomas said that we know 

mammoths were here because they have found 

bones and fossils.  You can find many in East 

Anglia.  Go hunting! 

By Molly M.P. 

Safety on the Internet 

"Digital parenting isn't different to offline 

parenting in lots of ways. What can be tricky is 

that the online world is often hidden from view. 

Sadly, children don't enjoy the same protection 

online as they do offline."  
Vicki Shotbolt / Founder of the Parent Zone 

 

As a parent myself, I have found some great 

information sites and publications on the 

internet that are easy to read and can really 

help us to keep our children safe online.  

Vodaphone have produced a digital guide for 

parents, which has some great practical advice 

for children aged 5 upwards.  

 

 

We have put a copy on our website under the 

extra information tab. 

The NSPCC website has some great online 

articles about how to set up parental controls, 

use APPs to keep a track on what your child is 

accessing online, as well as a great guide to help 

parents support their children using social 

networking sites. 

During ICT lessons, we teach pupils how to be 

safe online using school websites and we really 

want to support you all as they explore the 

internet at home. 

Something for half term 

 
 

Street Dance Festival 
On Saturday 7th February 2015, Thorndown had 
a dance class called “Street Dance.” We were to 
take part in a performance at Swavesey Village 
College along with other companies of dancers 
(it wasn’t a competition, we did it for fun)! 
First, we grouped together and began practising, 
then Jack (the dance teacher) led us all to a 
room where were ate lunch and waited for our 
turn to go on stage. 
Next, it was our turn to perform. We were 
backstage and as the other group came off 
stage, the lights faded and we took our places. 
The music started and we danced our hearts out. 
Both the parents and Jack were impressed.  
After that, we were backstage again and we 
played with the other groups until our parents 
came to collect us.  
Street Dance is a club held every Monday after 
school Why don’t you get involved? 

By Tabitha and Jemma R 
 


