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As this academic year comes to an end, on 

behalf of all the staff and governors at 

Thorndown, I would like to wish you all a 

happy and safe summer and thank you for 

your continued support this year. We are all 

looking forward to the new challenges that lay 

ahead. 

We are saying goodbye to 44 Year 6 children 

who are on their way to Secondary School, as 

well as three valued members of staff: Mrs 

Aldridge, Mrs Wilson and Miss Hammond. We 

all wish them well as they start new 

adventures in their lives. 

Mrs King also starts her maternity leave at the 

end of the summer. I will be updating you all 

as we have new baby news. 

 I look forward to welcoming you all back on 

Thursday 3rd September rested and ready to 

learn new things. 

Have a wonderful summer. 

Vicci Godbold 

 

SAT results 

With this newsletter, you will also receive this 

year’s overview for Year 6 and Year 2 results. 

We are very, very pleased with the results, 

which show the improvements the school has 

been through. It again shows that Ofsted 

came too early to see how much Thorndown 

has succeeded this year. 

If you have any questions about these results, 

please do not hesitate to contact me through 

the school office 

 

Year 1 and Year 2’s trip to Grafham Water 

On Monday 29
th

 June, my class went to visit 

Grafham Water. Read on to find out about our 

breath taking adventures. 

After the hot coach ride, we all got out and 

were shown where the toilets and the 

changing rooms were. Then our instructor 

Gordon took us to a small building that was 

ours for the day. We all sat down and put our 

bags on the table. Gordon took us through 

safety precautions (like no swinging wooden 

poles near friends) and then told us the 

activities that we would be doing. 

The coin toss  

As both of the teams wanted to do the same 

activity, Gordon tossed a coin. We won and 

chose to do the orienteering, so the other 

team got to do the low ropes.  Both teams set 

off to do their fabulous activities.  

Orienteering  

 For our orienteering, Gordon gave us a 

question sheet and a map. He chose a number 

on our sheet and we had to go and search for 

the red and white marker or post with the 

number on. The numbers were shown on the 

map so we used the map to find them.  When 

we found the post we had to write down the 

answer on the sheet that was nailed to the 

post. Then we went on to the low ropes, which 

we had to work as a team to keep off the 

floor. 

Lunchtime 

After the Low Ropes it was lunchtime. We all 

got our packed lunchboxes and sat on wooden 

benches on a big green by the lake.  When 

lunch was finally over (it was an hour) we all 

went inside to put our buoyancy aids on.  We 

were going on the lake! 

On the Water 

We walked to the bank and we boarded a 

sailing boat. We all had a turn to drive by 

steering the rudder and pulling the sail’s ropes 

to turn the boat. We all had somewhere to go 

and mine was a tower in the distance. I spent 

most of my time with my hand in the water 

and manning the front sail. I had loads of fun. 

Back to school 

Finally it was time to go back to school. We all 

hung up our life jackets and said a big thank 

you to the instructors. Then we boarded the 

coach and went back to school. 

I had such a lovely time at Grafham!  

By Jason P, Year 2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On Wednesday 1
st

 July 2015, Badger class 

went to Grafham. First we got on the bus. 

Rylee and I were telling funny stories. Next we 

got to Grafham. We met some people in the 

classroom. After that we had some activities 

on the low ropes. Then we went hunting for 

answers of questions. Then we had lunch. 

Finlay H 

Year 2 singing 

On Thursday 9th July the Year 2 children were 

lucky enough to take part in the St. Ives 

Schools’ Music Festival held at Thorndown 

this year. We were joined by Year 2s from 

Wheatfields and Eastfields. The theme was 

Musicals. 

 

During the morning, the children had lots of 

fun singing various songs, playing the musical 

instruments, performing actions and creating 

a soundscape. A great morning was had by all. 

School Uniform 

Your children have really grown this year and I 

know most of you will be buying new uniform 

for your children. I know I will be! 

Can I remind you that pupils should wear a 

red or blue sweatshirt. This could be one with 

a Thorndown logo or plain. The pupils can 

wear grey or black skirts, pinafores, trousers 

or shorts. The polo shirts can be white, blue or 

red.  

The PE kit is a plain white T shirt with sleeves, 

navy or black shorts and something to keep 

them warm in the winter, e.g. tracksuit. 

We would prefer all hijabs or headscarves to 

be plain and reflect the colours of the school 

uniform please e.g. blue, black and red. 

Can school shoes please remain black or of a 

dark colour. 

Thank you for your help. 

 

 

Oliver 

 

On Tuesday 7 July, our school hall was 

transformed into a theatre. All of our Year 5 

and Year 6 pupils took part in this year’s 

production, which was ‘Oliver’, which linked 

with work the pupils had completed during 

the year on Victorian children. 

 

They gave two performances which were 

enjoyed by everyone, on and off the stage. 

Many people have commented to me about 

the quality and power of all the singers, 

especially the soloist. 

 

Thank you to all the adults and pupils 

involved. You were all fantastic and this was a 

wonderful finale to your very hardworking 

year.  

Carnival 2015 

 

On Saturday 11 July, Thorndown decorated a 

float to enter into the St Ives carnival. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers decorated the float with pupils’ 

work from all over the school. The float set off 

filled with very brightly coloured people and it 

looked truly wonderful. 

We were delighted when we won the awards 

for ‘Best School’ and best overall entry in the 

carnival. Thank you to all our volunteers and 

pupils, and especially to Mrs Wickes and Mrs 

Setchell, who organised and designed the 

float. Thank you. 

 

Netball Match 

On Friday 10 July, the energetic netball players 

from Thorndown Primary School took on 

Holywell. They played fantastically and gave it 

their all. However, was their good enough 

able to make them win? 

 

As that longed for match began, everyone 

started cheering. First it was 1-0 to 

Thorndown. Then a tie…and so on until finally, 

as the last whistle blew, everyone knew the 

score. Their faces were miserable but there 

was a thirst for victory in their hearts. 

With resilience, they started the second 

match.  

When the tournament was over the proud 

girls had smiles on their faces as they shook 

their opponent’s hands, as they knew they had 

played well.  

By Leontina, Yr6 

Note from Miss Collins: 

After a long tournament against five other 

schools, Thorndown Netball Team played 

their final game last night against Warboys. 

The improvement in the team's 

communication and skill has really shown 

over the past month and a half! Our first 

match was a defeat but, we kept our heads 

held high and went on to win our final match 

7-0! What a way to finish the netball league! 

Thank you to everyone who played or came to 

practice this year. 

 

Year 6 Cheerleading 

On Thursday 9 July, our Year 6 pupils enjoyed 

developing their cheerleading skills. A few 

Year 6 pupils informed me at lunchtime that 

they thought it was all going to be about 

pompoms but they were very, very wrong! 

Jenni, a qualified cheerleading coach, and her 

friends spent the afternoon introducing the 

pupils to the real acrobatics of cheerleading! 

 

The Year 6s enjoyed their afternoon. Thank 

you Jenni for an uplifting session! 

 

Football against Wheatfields…the game 

continues…. 

On Friday 10 July, an eager Thorndown 

football team set off to the Outdoor Centre. 

The match kicked off but it wasn’t in 

Thorndown’ s half early on. An own goal put 

us 1-0 down. At half time we slumped off the 

pitch, worried that we were losing. 

 



But Mr Sweeney and Mr Sewell gave us an 

inspiring half time talk and we walked back on 

to the pitch all fired up. 

Within minutes, a beautiful ball went through 

to Louis and it was belted into the top corner. 

With 5 minutes to go, Thorndown once again 

got the ball and went on the attack, which led 

to me having the ball and passing it to Harry 

who scored a goal. 

At the end of the match everyone shook 

hands. 

But Mr Mills from Wheatfields was not 

satisfied, as now we had both won a match 

each against each other this year. He asked 

for a penalty shootout. We won 8-7. 

Everyone walked home with their heads held 

high knowing they had just played the best 

they had ever played. 

Elliot Yr. 6. 

 

I think that the match reports and other pupil 

articles in this newsletter show how far the 

pupils’ writing has improved this year! Miss G. 

 

End of Year chess club awards 

 

This year, the pupils above have won Bronze, 

Silver or Gold medals for their sportsmanship, 

perseverance and sporting attitude in chess 

club. Well done. 

 

Term dates 

Our term dates are displayed on our website. 

You need to visit 

http://www.thorndownprimaryschool.co.uk 

and the term dates are at the bottom. Other 

useful policies, SATs results and past 

newsletters are also displayed on there. 

 

Music concert 

On Thursday 2 July, Mrs Peach held a musical 

concert in our hall for all the local groups she 

works with. Amongst the pupils that took 

part, were our drummers and the choir. 

 

It was a lovely evening and our pupils showed 

their best musical talent. Well done  

 

Eagles the bakers! 

 

After assembly on Friday we went into the 

new cooking room!  We washed our hands 

thoroughly and prepared to make bread.  

Some people weighed mixed and added 

ingredients.  We loved this cooking 

opportunity.  We were learning our RE, Maths, 

Science, DT, Literacy and Reading all in one 

lesson!  We would like to cook more!   

By Kiera and Muntaha 

 

Eagles helped out in the garden this week too. 

 

‘We had to pick out green, spiky, glimmering 

weeds.  We wore gloves and shared forks 

digging them out of the ground.’ Max 

‘I loved doing the gardening.  We helped pull 

up weeds, stinging nettles and ivy.’  Emilia 

 

 

 

 


