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Welcome back to another academic year at 

Thorndown. I hope everyone managed to spend 

some time relaxing and recharging your 

batteries for another busy year. 

We welcome two new teachers into the school.  

Mrs Melander is our new Year 1&2 Team Leader 

and Miss Bel has also joined the Year 1&2 team. 

We also welcome 85 new pupils into our 

Foundation Stage. They have started part-time 

this week. 

We are all looking forward to another really 

hard-working and successful year. 

Vicci Godbold 

 

Courgettes and Marrows 

 
As part of the local Agricultural Show last term, 

the classes had a competition to grow the most 

courgettes. Many, however, turned into 

marrows! 

 

1
st

 prize with the most courgettes on the plant 

went to Squirrels. Second ‘healthiest plant’ prize 

went to Otters and third prize went to 

Dormouse Class. The heaviest marrow weighed 

in at 1 Kilo 850 grams. A special commendation 

was given to two dedicated children who 

watered their class courgette plant every day. 

Well done Hazel Giles and Alex Mortimer of 

Pelicans. 

 

Can I thank Mrs Fletcher and Robin for their 

help with planting and reminding everyone to 

keep watering them! 

 

Growth Mindset 

During this year, the staff and pupils will be 

exploring research based on Carol Dweck’s work 

on the Growth Mindset. Carol is a professor of 

Psychology at Stanford University. This research 

focuses on the positive impact of praising 

children for their effort, rather than their 

intelligence. We feel that we don’t want to limit 

the scope of pupils’ talent at Thorndown, now 

or in later life. A good short YouTube clip to 

watch is highlighted below. It is very simplistic, 

but easily explains Carol Dweck’s research. 

https://youtu.be/NWv1VdDeoRY 

Look out for more information throughout the 

year. 

Persistent Absentee thresholds 

The Government expects the attendance for 

every pupil to be 95% and above. Currently, any 

pupil whose attendance is 85% or below is 

recorded as a persistent absentee by the 

Education Welfare Officer.  This means that the 

pupil has been absent for 56 sessions (28 days).   

From the beginning of the next academic year, 

2015 to 2016, the government is reducing the 

persistent absence threshold from 15% to 10%.  

56 sessions of absence over the full academic 

year will change to 38 sessions from September 

2015.  Pupils falling into this category (which 

includes authorised or unauthorised absence) 

will be monitored by both the school and the 

Education Welfare officer. 

It can be very easy for attendance to slip with a 

few days here and there for minor illness, 

without being aware of the implications.  

Therefore, the school will continue to send 

home individual letters to the parents of pupils 

whose attendance falls below 95%. 



Changes to Section 444 of the Education Act 

1996, brought into effect in September 2013, 

removes the right of Head Teachers to authorise 

term time leave. Therefore, all applications for 

leave in term time will be unauthorised unless 

there are exceptional circumstances, which 

must be detailed in writing (using the correct 

paperwork) at least 2 weeks prior to the 

removal of your child from school.  You should 

be aware that unauthorised absence may lead 

to a referral to the Educational Welfare Service, 

which may result in a penalty fine or legal 

proceedings in the Magistrates Court. 

If you are having difficulties with attendance, 

please contact the school as we want to help as 

soon as we can. 

Our new caterers 

 
Last week, pupils and staff tucked in to our new 

food menu provided by Lunchtime, our new 

caterers. 

They enjoyed the large variety of choice on offer 

and the fresh fruit was a real hit. 

 

We are working though the minor teething 

problems, but so far many children have been 

impressed with the changes. 

If you would like your child to have a school 

lunch, please added some money to your child’s 

account. Then they will not have to pre-book 

lunch, just tell their class teacher in the 

morning. 

Class assemblies 

In the next few days we will send home a diary 

of key events throughout this year including 

Parents’ Evenings and Sports Day. 

We introduced class assemblies last year and 

received great feedback from you all. Therefore 

we are continuing them at 2.45pm on Mondays, 

rather than Wednesdays. 

We hope to see you all at these events this year. 

Internet safety Day 

One event that is running this academic year 

links in with National Internet Safety Day. We 

will be talking with the pupils about how they 

can be safe online and still have fun! More 

information will be sent home nearer the time. 

One area we talk about is children not giving 

their real name online or telling people where 

they live or go to school. This is so strangers 

cannot meet a child in the school playground or 

on surrounding pathways, be able to call them 

by name, know their parents name and ask the 

child to come with them. 

This has been at the forefront of my thinking 

this week when friends of mine have put 

pictures of their children in their school uniform 

on Facebook, which clearly show their name and 

school.  We all know how it just takes one 

person to like the photo and then it is shared 

with all their friends and family, whom we may 

not know.  Just a thought! 

 

PPA time 

It is statutory that all teachers have time out of 

the classroom for assessment, moderation and 

planning at some point during a week. During 

this time, it is important to ensure pupils have 

an enriched curriculum.  

This year, all the Foundation Stage teachers will 

be having their time on a Thursday afternoon.  

All Yr1/2 teachers are having their time on a 

Wednesday afternoon and children will be 

taught a mixture of PE, Music, Art and a Modern 

Foreign Language on a half-termly rota. This 

term Yr1/2s will be taught French or Spanish. 

Yr3/4 class teachers will be having PPA on a 

Friday. During this time the children will be 

taught a mixture of Music, French, Art and PE. 

Year 5/6 class teachers will be having PPA time 

on a Thursday afternoon, when the children will 

be taught French, Music, Art and PE. The music 

taught at this time is linked to Samba, exploring 

rhythm, composing and performing.  

 

Water  

Pupils are more than welcome to bring water 

bottles in to their classrooms. A hydrated brain 

works better than a dehydrated one. Water 

fountains are available, but only at playtimes. 

If your child would like juice or squash at 

lunchtime with their packed lunch or school 

dinner, they are very welcome, but these must 

remain on their class lunch trolley in their 

classroom or at the bottom of their stairs. No 

fizzy drinks should be brought to school please. 

 


