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Our first half term of this academic year is 

nearly over and so much learning has 

happened all over the school.  

It’s been great to welcome so many of you 

through our doors with parents’ evenings, our 

open day celebrations and a FOTS disco. You 

are always welcome in to school. 

 I know the teachers and pupils have been 

working very, very hard this half term to 

promote high quality learning and many of 

you noticed this in your children’s books at 

Parents’ Evening, as well as our new joined up 

handwriting! 

I wish you all a relaxing half term, starting on 

Saturday 24 October, and look forward to 

seeing you all again in November and 

December, as we get ready for Christmas. See 

you on Tuesday 3 November when school re-

opens. 

 

Harvest Celebration 

On Friday 2 October, the school held a Harvest 

Celebration. Thank you to all the generous 

families who brought in produce for St Ives 

Foodbank. Below is a picture of just some of the 

food we received. 

 

The Foodbank was delighted by your donations 

and have asked me to thank you all on their 

behalf. You have helped local families who are 

in need. 

Writing 

One of the areas Ofsted asked us to develop is 

writing, both in English lessons and in other 

subjects, such as history. Below is an example by 

of an excellent non-chronological report James  

C in Year 6 which links with their World War 1 

topic. 

 

The Battle of the Somme 

Have you heard of this evil event? I doubt it! It 

was fought between Britain, France, Russia, 

Belgium, and Serbia versus Germany, Austria, 

Hungary and Italy. All this treacherous gunfire 

took place on the 1
st

 July 1916 to the 18
th

 

November 1916 at the River Somme. Read on to 

find out about the battle that took place so long 

ago… 

What happened…? 

With weights as heavy as elephants on their 

backs, the British had to linger across no man’s 

land before the Germans were prepared. If you 

were too late you were shot. Imagine being shot 

with such powerful guns. You would feel like a 

piece of exploding meat. 

Weapons used. 

In the Battle of the Somme many weapons were 

used including snipers, shells, rifles, machine 

guns, bombs and even knives. One day in the 

war, the British repeatedly threw bombs into the 

German trenches. 

Conclusion 

Did you know more than 1 million lives were 

selfishly lost. Although the Germans 

surrendered, it was a complete failure for Britain 

and France. The reason for this is because they 

lost lots and lots of lives. Because of this, 

Germany would argue that they won but on the 

other hand, Britain did win the land they were 

after. Who do you think won? 

 

Staff at Thorndown 

Unfortunately, over the last few weeks, it has 

come to my attention that a few of my staff in 

the office and classrooms have been spoken to 

very rudely by some parents. We try to be 

courteous to you all and would like to be 

treated courteously in return. Thank you. 

 



Mrs King 

 

We are delighted to update you with baby news. 

Mr and Mrs King had a baby boy, called Toby, in 

early September. We wish the new family much 

love as they adjust to their new lives together. 

 

Year 6 Parents 

I’d like to remind all parents and carers of Year 

6 pupils that the deadline to apply for a Year 7 

Secondary School place is 31st October 2015. 

Applications received after this date will be 

considered late and will not receive an offer 

letter until 20
th

 April 2015. 

Classroom water bottles 

Please could I ask that classroom water 

bottles just contain just water. I am aware of a 

few bottles in KS1 where juice or squash has 

been added. There is a water fountain on 

each floor which pupils are also able to access 

during the day. Thank you. 

 

Children in Need 

 
Look out for a letter coming home soon about 

Children in Need on November 13
th

.  

 

The English Challenge 

On the 7
th

 October 2015, four children from 

our school represented Thorndown in the 

Cambridgeshire English Challenge. Those four 

children were Sophie M, Olivia G, Jessica B and 

Lauren M. It was a very fun experience for 

these girls and teachers.  

Mr Sweeney and Miss Collins kindly supported 

the team the whole way through.  

There were a different range of questions such 

as: repetition poetry, book quiz, text types, 

naming characters and loads more…  

Seven schools took part with four children in 

each team. Then the results were in… 

With their fingers crossed and hearts 

pounding, they announced3rd place which 

was Hemingford Grey and 2
nd

 place which was 

St.Barnabus. Then it was time they announced 

first place and guess what… it was us! 

By Lauren, Olivia G, Jessica B and Sophie M. 

 

Walk to School Wednesdays 

 

Thank you all for embracing our Walk to 

School Wednesdays. Your children have been 

recording how they have come to school on a 

Wednesday morning on an interactive board. 

The next monthly badge will be awarded this 

week if your child has recorded walking, 

scootering, cycling or walking and striding to 

school every Wednesday. 

 

Marvellous Maths Day 

On Monday 12
th

 October, we held our first 

Marvellous Maths Day of the year. We kicked 

off the day with an assembly when we 

explored the different ways Mrs Gerrard had 

used maths on Sunday, including sharing hash 

browns at breakfast! The classes then 

embarked on a range of maths problems and 

investigations. Year 3&4 investigated scaling 

up the stick men we’re using in our new 

marking policy.  

First we were told to scale up a stick man in 

height by 2, 3 and 4. We finished before 

everybody else, so we went out in the pod and 

did x5 and x6. Then Stick Man Glory was born! 

He was very tall. After that, we experimented 

by scaling up his width by x6, x7 and x8 and he 

looked very fat! Finally, we got new sheets 

and scaled up his width and height! We 

enjoyed making Stick Man Glory lots and 

learned how to scale, and practised our 

measuring and multiplication skills. We would 

really like to do it again. 

By Filip and Jason, Year 3 & 4     

 

 


