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Welcome back after half term. I hope 

everyone was able to relax and recharge their 

batteries ready for the next, busy half term. 

Last half term, the school’s focus was on 

ensuring the standard of pupils’ writing 

improves, both during English lessons and in 

other curriculum areas. We have already seen 

great examples of the progress of this in 

pupils’ books. We will continue to work on 

developing writing further and will also be 

exploring different teaching techniques to 

increase the depth of learning experienced by 

pupils in all lessons. 

When you came to parents’ evening last half 

term, I am sure you noticed the positive 

changes we have made to our marking, 

handwriting and presentation. 

I hope all the children at Thorndown continue 

to work hard and progress as well this half 

term as last. I also look forward to seeing you 

as we lead up to Christmas and our Christmas 

productions. 

Vicci Godbold 

Pumpkin Pleasure 

During the last week before half, each class 

had a pumpkin carving challenge. The 

Gardening Club and pupils working with Mrs 

Fletcher had planted and tended over 23 

pumpkins in our vegetable patch. When they 

were picked, they were wondering what to do 

with them, apart from making lots and lots of 

pumpkin soup! 

Therefore, every class designed, carved out 

and decorated a pumpkin which they 

displayed in assembly.  

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Godbold couldn’t choose an overall 

winner as the standard was so high, so 

everyone got a smiley! 

 

Thorndinium 

On the 21,22 and 23
rd

 October 2015 most of 

Year 3 and Year 4 made a Roman town called 

Thorndinium. 

 

I worked in a group with Billy, Harvey and 

Lloyd. We firstly found one big box for the 

main part of our Amphitheatre. We then 

found a medium-sized box and cut off the 

flaps. We then stuck our lolly stick men onto 

the medium box’s flaps. Then we painted the 

box’s outside brown. We included pillars on 

the side of the box and painted the insides of 

them blue. 

 

We then put splodges of red paint inside the 

biggest box to represent blood. Our 

Amphitheatre was finished.    By Jason, Year 3 



Bear Party in the Foundation Stage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To conclude our bear topic we decided to 

have a Bear Party. We wrote invitations to our 

bears and they came to school ready to 

dance!  

 

 

 

 

On the day, we decorated biscuits, made our 

own bear hats and even painted our faces, so 

we looked more like our bears. We had lots of 

fun dancing, eating and playing musical 

statues, although the naughty bears found it 

hard to stand still!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outside PE 

Pupils, apart from Reception, regularly do PE 

outside. Therefore, your children need a 

warm tracksuit and suitable outdoor shoes. 

The only times when we don’t go out are 

when it’s raining or snowing! Thank you 

 

St Ives Christmas Window Displays 

There is a Christmas window display 

competition being held in St Ives this year and  

 

we have been asked by The Hearing Centre, 9 

Crown Street, St Ives, if we would like to help 

decorate their window. We are going to 

create a finger print snowman scene and this 

will be displayed in The Hearing Centre's 

window. 

If you or your children would like to see the 

finished piece of art in its pride of place, 

please feel free to call into the Hearing Centre 

and Jackie or Lucy will be only too pleased to 

welcome you. 

Mrs Browne 

 

Reading Buddies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 3 November was the first session of 

Reading Buddies for this academic year. The 

children were thoroughly excited to share a 

range of texts with their buddy. Children from 

all year groups took part and, as a school, we 

encourage children to talk to one another 

about books which they have read. The 

photographs here demonstrate that the older 

children can help younger children with this. 

This takes place each half term and we are 

already looking forward to the next Reading 

Buddy session in January!  


