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Year 1&2 explore St Ives 

 

Last week, the children in Key Stage One went on a 

walk around St. Ives town centre. Our History 

focus this half term started with the big question: 

'What was St. Ives like in the past?' During our 

walk, we found out some interesting facts and 

were able to imagine what it was like. Mrs Mills, 

Miss Buckby and Mrs Parsons created a box of 

wonderful artefacts for us to share during our walk 

and, by using these, we were able to bring stories, 

myths and events to life! The real-life bone, which 

represented one of the bones of St. Ivo the bishop, 

was particularly exciting for our children. Thank 

you to all of the adults who helped on our walk; 

we really appreciate your help! 

Miss Melander 

 

Out of this world! 

 

Pupils are preparing to join a nationwide 

experiment to investigate seeds which have been 

in space.  2kg of rocket seeds were flown to the 

International Space Station on Soyuz 44S, where 

they will spend several months in microgravity, 

before returning to Earth in March 2016. The 

seeds were sent as part of Rocket Science, an 

educational project launched by the RHS Campaign 

for School Gardening and the UK Space Agency. 

Thorndown has applied and been lucky enough to 

take part in an experiment to grow ‘space’ seeds 

alongside some that have not been in space and 

measure the differences over seven weeks.  We 

will not know which seed packets contain which 

seeds until all the results have been collected by 

the RHS and analysed by professional 

biostatisticians. 

This exciting project is a fantastic way of teaching 

pupils to think more scientifically and share their 

findings with the whole school.  In school, classes 

have been encouraged to follow developments of 

the British ESA astronaut Tim Peake’s Principia 

mission to the International Space Station.  He is 

due to leave Earth on Tuesday 15
th

 December, 

joining the seeds in Space. 

Our budding Super Scientists will keep pupils 

informed in assemblies. 

Mrs Smith, Science Coordinator 

 

Cambridgeshire Art Award 

 

Earlier this term, Mrs Setchell entered two pieces 

of pupils’ art work from KS1 and KS2 into the 

Cambridgeshire CAYAC art award. The pieces were 

from: Benedict C (KS1), Charlotte C (KS1), Danisa K 

(KS2) and Milan M.S (KS2). 

On Saturday 28th November, these pieces of 

artwork, together with artwork from sixteen other 

Primaries, Secondary’s and Further Educational 

Colleges, were displayed at an arts award 

exhibition at Swavesey Village College. 

Everyone’s artwork looked wonderful. Well done 

to all four pupils who were entered, as the 

standard was very high. Charlotte won the KS1 

category and her work is now being displayed at 

Over Art gallery.  

 

 

 

 

 



Young Writers’ Workshop 

On Thursday 19
th

 November 2015, me and a few 

others were lucky enough to go to the Young 

Writers’ Workshop at the St Ivo School. First we 

walked from Thorndown to the Ivo. Then we signed 

ourselves in and were taken to the Resource 

Centre. We gazed happily at the huge building and 

said hello to a few of our old year sixes. Next we 

had a look around the library and had a look at 

books we were interested in. After that we sat 

down and Tamsyn Murray, a real author, told us 

about herself and her books. Then she showed us a 

few objects including a broomstick, some gold leaf 

(vial), a cuddly monster and a mask. She then 

asked us a few questions to make up our own story 

plan about the object we chose. When we had 

finished we all got a new book that was signed and 

then we went back to Thorndown. 

By Jason and Bea, Year 3 

 

Ofsted Parent View 

If we are doing something well and you would like 

Ofsted to know about it, you can go online to our 

website, click on the Parentview link and fill out 

the form. There is a box at the end of the form 

that allows you to write a comment. 

If there is anything that you think we could do 

better, please do not hesitate to contact me for an 

appointment, or put your concern in writing by e-

mail or letter. We want to get it right for your 

children and appreciate your feedback. 

 

School Council Christmas Fundraiser 

Writers’ Ink 

Every week in KS1 and KS2, pupils have a targeted 

writing session. This includes a stimulus which 

provides the pupils with a reason to write. They 

then have the chance write for an extended period 

of time for up to forty five minutes, depending on 

their age. During this time, on a rota, pupils have 

guided writing sessions with a teacher or TA to 

improve their writing skills. Year 6 responded 

independently to the stimulus of the Spanish 

Christmas Lottery advert while focusing on using a 

wide range of connectives and punctuation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OIhUnw555s 

 “Bring, Bring” Ten pm. The silence has smashed into 

shattered glass like frozen ice, as the alarm went off. 

Justino climbed out of his old creaky bed and got 

changed into his dusty grey security guard suit.  

As he left home, the trees bowed down to him, as the 

wind flew through his hair. 

Once he had caught the bus, a lady with a blue hat 

fell asleep and laid her head on his shoulder.  

Then he got to work and logged into the old rusty, 

dusty factory. He ran to his office desk and grabbed 

his large, yellow flash light. 

Strolling around the factory, Justino checked all the 

doors were locked and carried on walking down the 

lonely dark corridors…. 

By Oliver R, Year 6 

More examples of pupils writing will be coming 

soon in the next School Newspaper just before 

Christmas. 

 

Marvellous Maths Day 

On Monday 23
rd

 November, we held our second 

Marvellous Maths Day of the term. Mrs Patrick’s 

class investigated the power of ‘Imagining and 

Expressing’, our new ‘natural maths power’, which 

helps children to visualise and remember maths 

facts and concepts. They imagined roman 

numerals and expressed them through some 

amazing gymnastic balances. Here’s their 

representation of the number 80! 

More information about our maths powers can be 

found on our website. 

Our Investigation on Marvellous Maths Day 

We found out that from 1-100, eighty eight has the most 

characters in Roman numerals (it is LXXXVIII). So then we 

found out that 8 is the biggest character in numerals 

from 1 -10. Then we predicted that 888 was the biggest 

character up to 1000. We really enjoyed creating our 

worksheet and answering it. At the start of the day we 

wrote in Roman numerals up to hundred. Interestingly, 

we completed the hundred square in roman numerals 

quickly. 

By Kaziu S and Joshua M, Year 4 


