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 Happy New Year 

On behalf of all the staff at Thorndown, I would 

like to wish you all a Happy New Year and 

welcome back to the Spring Term. 

We welcome some new faces into the school 

this term. Mrs Howell and Mrs Sirot-Smith are 

joining the Year 5/6 teaching team and Mrs 

Williams, Mrs Stening and Mrs McKenzie are 

joining the Year 1/2 team. 

This term is a hard working term for all the staff 

and pupils and we ensure pupils continue to 

have high quality learning experiences.  

Look out for Parents’ Evenings towards the end 

of the term and the start of our open classroom 

sessions, as requested by the Parent Forum. If 

they wish to, Year 3/4 parents will be the first to 

visit on Thursday 4
th

February. More information 

will follow shortly. 

I am looking forward to another successful term. 

Miss Vicci Godbold 

 

Walk to School Wednesdays 

 

This term, we are continuing our Walk to School 

Wednesdays. The data from last term shows 

that we increased the number of pupils walking 

to school on a Wednesday from 42% to 54% and 

that car usage on that day fell from 33% to 15%. 

This is amazing during the colder months of the 

year. Thank you and well done to all taking part. 

As with last term, we give out feet badges to 

pupils who have walked, scootered, cycled etc. 

on the last Wednesday of that month. 

 

Baby News 

 

We all send our congratulations to Miss 

Marshall and her partner, who will be having a 

baby in early May. Therefore, Miss Marshall will 

be starting her maternity leave during the Easter 

holidays. We are currently advertising for her 

maternity cover and will let you know when we 

have news. 

 

An Art Lesson Inspired by Tim Peake in the 

International Space Station 

 On Friday 8
th

 January 2016, we painted pictures 

of landscapes taken in Space. The pictures were 

fluorescent because of the ultra-violet light. 

Ultra-violet is usually found on a rainbow. Bees 

can see ultra-violet, but they see red as grey. 

Joseph drew a lovely pattern and then drew the 

great River Nile. We made it look different 

because of the ultra-violet light. We looked at 

laminated pictures as an example for our own. 

We used powder paint and water. The water 

turned a disgusting colour. 

After we finished our painting, we could draw in 

a doodling book. The doodling books are 

random, not your own personal one. Loads of 

people can look at your doodles. Mrs Setchell 

was teaching us, then Mrs Smith popped in and 

asked us what we were painting. She loved the 

science and art link. 

                             By Joseph B and Ethan L, Year 4.  

 
 

Year 3 and 4 Pedestrian Safety training 

This half term, all five classes in Years 3 and 4 

are having pedestrian training to help each child 

be aware of cars and other pedestrians while 

out and about. 

I learned that I have to look and listen for cars 

when I'm crossing.  I have to stand two steps 

away from the road.  I wore a bright bib to keep 

me safe.  We have to wear a bright bib so cars 

can see us at night.  Now I feel much better and 

safer when crossing the roads. 

Kacper Year 3 



Peter Pan 

Thank you to all the children in Year One and 

Two who showed so much enthusiasm for our 

Peter Pan Neverland day. It was fabulous to see 

so many of you dressed as characters from Peter 

Pan. The teachers in Key Stage One would also 

like to express their thanks to parents who 

shared the Peter Pan story at home over the 

Christmas holidays. It is really helpful when 

children come to school with prior knowledge of 

the stories we are going to share together and 

we feel it boosts the children's eagerness to 

learn to even higher levels than normal!  

Miss Melander 

Attendance 

I’d like to thank all parents and carers who 

ensure their children are in school as much as 

possible every term. When analysing each 

child’s progress every half term, it is really 

noticeable when a child has low attendance as it 

can have huge effects on their ability to progress 

in their work at the same rate as other pupils in 

their class; they can often be left behind. 

The Local Authority and the DFE insist that I 

inform all parents when their child’s attendance 

is below 95% and we use an adapted letter 

format developed with the Local Authority 

Educational Welfare Officer and our parents.  

We remain strongly committed to working in 

partnership with all our families and are very 

grateful for the support our parents and carers 

give in ensuring their children’s good 

attendance. Thank you  
 

Parent Forum 

I cannot believe that at half term our Parent 

Forum is a year old!  

Over the year our Parent Forum has had a great 

influence on: 

• Open classroom visits for parents 

• Homework 

• Catering 

• Uniforms 

• Communication  

• Parent information about assessments 

without levels 

With the support of the school, the Parent 

Forum is run by parents in a very informal way. 

It provides an excellent opportunity for parents 

to come together, share ideas and put forward 

their views on whole school issues. Our Parent 

Forum has had a real say in all our pupils’ 

schooling throughout the school. All minutes 

and agendas are on the website and can be 

accessed by following the Parent Forum link. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday 10
th

 March at 

7.30pm. We are discussing our Sex Education 

Policy with Mrs Murphy, our PHSE coordinator, 

talking about the practice that happens in the 

classrooms. There will be lots of opportunities 

to ask questions. We hope to see you there. 
 

Parents’ Tasting 

 

On Wednesday 20
th

 January, parents and pupils 

came to taste a selection of food from our 

school dinner menu. Many questions were 

asked and the lunchtime team were delighted 

by the feedback they were given. 

Marvellous Maths Day 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 18
th

 January, we held our first 

Marvellous Maths Day of 2016. Our focus was 

generalising and specialising and Miss Buckby 

led our assembly, when children had the chance 

to try out their maths powers with Mr Fussy! 

During the rest of the day, the children took part 

in a range of investigations where they looked 

for general rules. Year 3/4 investigated 

questions using their measuring skills, such as: 

‘Is the circumference of your head the same as 

the length from your shoulder to your hip?’ and, 

‘Is your height the same as your arm span? The 

children had great fun deciding if their answer 

was always, sometimes or never true! 

You can find more pictures from the day and 

information about our maths powers on the 

website. 

 

 


