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 Half term has arrived already. It seems to have 

blown in like the wind we have been having! 

Pupils continue to progress academically and 

socially. It has been wonderful to see this in 

books, assemblies and in assessment results. 

Next half term brings parents’ evenings, Year 

3/4 productions, open classrooms in Years 5/6 

and much, much more! 

I hope everyone enjoys their half term break 

and I look forward to seeing you all back on 

Monday 22
nd

 February. 

Vicci Godbold 

 

Parent Open Classroom in Years 3 and 4 

 
On Thursday 4

th
 February, the Year 3 and 4 

teaching team, led by Mr Lemmon, opened their 

doors to parents to experience an open ended 

maths lesson on shape. Parents’ feedback from 

the evaluation forms was excellent: 

“It was lovely to see how the teacher structures 

a class and what is expected of my child during a 

lesson.” 

“Great to see how they learn.”  

“It’s interesting to see how they work in groups 

trying to figure out solutions on their own.” 

 
As it was so successful, we are running an open 

classroom in a few weeks for Year 5/6 parents. 

Please see the separate letter which will follow 

shortly. 

The structure of homework was discussed at the 

parent debrief at the end. This structure was 

agreed by all parents present at our Parents’ 

Forum last year. The minutes are still on our 

website.  

The homework was designed to be appropriate 

for the age and stage of each pupil, and either 

consolidates learning or prepares pupils for 

work to come. 

If you would homework to be discussed again at 

Parent Forum, you can put a comment in the 

Parent Forum box in the foyer by the office, tell 

your class representative (details on the 

website) or come along to our next meeting in 

March. 

Thank you to Mr Lemmon and the Year 3/4 

teaching team for such a positive session, which 

provided parents with the opportunity to 

experience an investigative maths lesson in 

school. 

 

An Audience with Mr Sewell in Year 5 

 

 

 

 

1. What are the 3 most important things about 

your job? 

i. Teaching new topics and making sure 

everyone learns. 

ii. Making learning fun for everyone. 

iii. Working with the other teachers in Year 5/6 

to get the lessons for my class. 

2. Why do you think Thorndown School is the 

best or what made you want to work here? 

i. The new building! 

ii. I came here a few years ago, to help in Mrs 

Murphy’s class and I loved the school. 



iii. It has the best teachers and children. 

3. Is there anything that you would like us to 

know about you? 

i. I am a huge West Ham fan! 

ii. I play hockey for St Ives 1st team! 

iii. I am terrified of horses! 

4. What is your favourite subject to teach? 

i. P.E- I love anything to do with sports  

ii. English 

5. If you could invite your hero to school for the 

day, who would it be and why? 

I would invite Slaven Biclic (West Ham manager) 

so he could give me some advice on how to get 

our football team to beat Wheatfields. 

6. What are you reading at the moment? 

The Rise and Fall of the Krays. 

  

Interviewed by: 

Thorndown School Council 

 

Visit from Glebelands 

 
On Thursday 4

th
 of February, Glebelands Primary 

School from Chatteris paid Miss Marshall’s, Mr 

Peel’s and Mr Lemmon’s class a visit. 

First we trooped down to the big hall to 

welcome the children. Then we went back to our 

classes and took them on a tour of the school. 

 
We went to the Library first, then we walked 

downstairs to go outside onto the playground. 

We then took them back to our classrooms 

where they asked some questions about what 

they saw on our tour around the school 

 

Once all the questions had been answered, the 

children opened their lunchboxes and had their 

lunch. If we had a packed lunch, we could come 

up and join them. 

After everyone had eaten, the children had to go 

back to their school. This was an exciting day. 

By Jason and Daisy Year 3 

O2 

 
On Wednesday 27

th
 January, our School Choir, 

led by Mrs Peach, went to perform at the O2 in 

London, joining 7000 other children to form the 

largest choir in Europe. 

First I want to tell you about the street dancers. 

They did some amazing things. When we got 

introduced to the leader, they taught us some 

awesome moves to back up our singing. 

We sang with Laura Wright and we had little 

lights and swung them from side to side. We all 

wore Young Voices T-shirts. 

We heard some Beatboxers and we were shown 

how to do it. They pretend to kill a bug and 

make all the sounds in the Beatboxing way. 

We sang with a famous singer called Tom. He 

sang “Somebody to Love” and “Video killed the 

radio star”. We sang the chords to both of them. 

We had a great time. 

Kate, Amber and Zara, Year 3 and 4 

 

Stibbington Year 2 trip 2017 

A few weeks ago, we sent home a letter to our 

current Year 1 parents to gauge interest in us 

organising an overnight trip to Stibbington in 

2017. So far, only twenty five parents have 

replied out of sixty nine parents. Seventeen 

indicated they would like their child to attend 

and eight replies said no thank you.  

At the moment, we do not have enough pupils 

who want to attend to enable us to run this 

residential trip. However, there is still time to 

have your say as replies have to be back by the 

first day after half term. Please send back your 

reply slip or speak to the school office. Thank 

you 

 

  



An Audience with Mrs Stening in Yr1/2 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What are the 3 most important things about 

your job? 

i. Making learning fun 

ii. Having a good relationship with the children 

and the people that I work with. 

iii. Knowing that I have done my best each time I 

teach a lesson. 

2. Why do you think Thorndown school is the 

best or what made you want to work here? 

I wanted to work at Thorndown because I liked 

the friendliness of the staff and children. 

Working in the new building is a bonus too! 

3. Is there anything that you would like us to 

know about you? 

i. I love to teach 

ii. I have 5 minions at home—3 girls and 2 boys! 

iii. I love Post-it- notes. They help me to 

remember everything. 

iv. My family and I hope to get a dog this year. 

4. What is your favourite subject to teach? 

Can I have 2?  

English and Maths! 

5. If you could invite your hero to school for the 

day, who would it be and why? 

I would invite Simon Weston. I admire his 

courage and determination to overcome all the 

challenges he has faced. 

6. What are you reading at the moment? 

The Quality of Silence by Rosamund Lupton 

 Interviewed by: Thorndown School Council 

 

KS1 Geography 

 
In KS1 we have been learning about continents 

and oceans. We have also learnt about the 

countries which make up the UK. Are you going 

on holiday this summer?  Which continent will 

you be visiting?  

 
 

Energise Performance

 
On Saturday 6

th
 February, a group of KS2 

children, who attend Street Dance on Mondays, 

performed at the Energise Dance Show at 

Swavesey Village College. 

The school hall was packed with family 

members all keen for the show to start. So with 

rehearsals done, costumes on and smiles ready, 

it was time for their performance. 

From start to finish, the children smiled, were 

full of energy and remembered all of their 

moves; they were amazing! 

 
By Mrs Monks 

Gangsta Granny 

 

On Tuesday 9th February, Year 5 and 6 went to 

Milton Keynes theatre to see 'Gangsta Granny.' 

We all enjoyed watching the whole performance 

because the actors were extremely good and 

very funny! My favourite part ,was the whole 

show because the stage was brilliant and really 

clever! I wish we could go again, it was SO good! 

In fact, it was the best school trip ever!  

 Taylor D Year 6 


