
 
 

Thorndown Newsletter  
 

Number: 33 

 
Growth Mindset 

As I have explained in past newsletters, we are 

developing pupils’ awareness of Growth 

Mindset. Research by Professor Carol Dweck 

and many others has discovered that those who 

are open to challenges, respond positively to 

critical feedback, are resilient in the face of 

obstacles and are able to learn well with, and 

from, others are far more successful than those 

who believe that ability and potential are fixed. 

Pupils are not chained by their current 

attainment and need to know that, with struggle 

and hard work, they can train their brains to get 

smarter. 

Here are two websites, which explain Growth 

Mindset further. 

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grown

ups/help-your-child-try-new-things 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

_oqghnxBmY 

Below is a quote from Michelle Obama on this 

subject. She was speaking at a High School in 

America. 

Because the truth is – and this is important; I want 

you all to listen up – no one is born smart.  Do you 

understand that?  No one is born smart.  No one is 

born knowing how to read, right?  No one is born 

knowing how to do math, and no one is born 

knowing how to play the flute – all of that comes 

with a lot of hard work.” 

We have run several assemblies and have 

undertaken work across the school to help our 

pupils develop a growth mindset. We value 

mistakes, and praise effort, struggle and 

perseverance, because it is at these times when 

our brains grow. We don’t praise children for 

being clever, as this promotes a fixed mindset. 

Children who believe themselves to do well as a 

result of being clever take fewer risks and 

actually do less well in school.  If you would like 

additional information, we can recommend 

further reading or websites to visit. 

Morning Sessions 

As soon your child/ren arrive at school in the 

morning, the pupils start their day with ‘early 

work.’ This includes handwriting practice, 

mental maths work and problem solving. If your 

child arrives after 9am, they will lose over 50 

minutes of valuable learning time a week, 

which is equivalent to 9500 minutes in an 

academic year,  

We open KS1 doors at 8.50am and, to prevent 

congestion, open the Yr3/4 and Yr5/6 stairs 

doors from 8.45am. 

Our Defibrillator 

 

Over half term, our defibrillator was installed in 

the main hall. We are now telling everybody 

who uses the school, during and after school 

hours, where it is and how to use it. Thank you 

again for your donations at Christmas, which 

have enabled us to provide this, potentially life-

saving, equipment. 

Stibbington Residential 2017 

Unfortunately, only 21 parents indicated that 

their children wanted to take up our offer of a 

Year 2 residential to Stibbington in the summer 

2017. This is only a third of that cohort, so we 

will not be able to run the trip. The 

organisational impact of only a third of pupils 

attending is not manageable and would cost the 

school a considerable amount of money in 

supply cover. It would also affect the quality of 

learning for the pupils left behind. 

Residential trips are something that we 

discussed last night at Parent Forum and will 

discuss again at the next meeting on Monday 7
th

 

May. I want to understand the reasons behind 

family decisions about residential trips so we 

can adapt our visits accordingly. 

I am sorry if this disappoints many of our 

current Year 1 pupils.  



Picking up after clubs 

Can I please ask that, if you are using the school 

car park to pick up from an after school club, 

you use the spaces provided. A few parents 

have been parking by the gates and this is not 

only dangerous for children walking to their 

parents’ cars as they often cannot be seen, but 

would stop any emergency vehicles needing to 

come onto the school site. Thank you for your 

help. 

Book Day 

 

On Friday 4
th

 March, we celebrated all that is 

good about reading and books. Pupils brought in 

clues to characters and we all enjoyed working 

out who they could be. Thank you to all the 

parents who helped with ideas! 

 
Everyone enjoyed reading activities throughout 

the day, especially exploring books that had 

been brought in from home and our author’s 

visit. 

Dance experience with St Ivo 

 

On Thursday 3
rd

 March, a group of boys from St. 

Ivo, along with their dance teacher, Miss 

McAdams, invited the Y6 pupils to a dance 

workshop. The children were taught a dance 

routine called “Tidal Wave” and, to the surprise 

of Miss McAdams, they all picked it up really 

quickly. 

“First of all, it was amazing; I really enjoyed 

every moment.” Liam   

“Thank you so much. I’m so excited about going 

to the Ivo now, even though it was exhausting. 

The boys were so nice and the tricks were hard, 

but I am so proud of myself for trying.” Abi 

All the children said what a great time they had 

learning some new dance moves, even if they 

were all tired and rosy cheeked at the end. 

 
I love my mum because….. 

 

On Friday 4
th

 March, our Foundation Stage 

pupils held a celebration tea for their mums in 

honour of Mother’s Day. There was sharing of 

love, cake and just a few tears! 

 
Thank you to all the mums who came and to the 

Foundation Stage children for being such great 

hosts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spelling Club 

Some of the children in Key Stage One have 

been attending spelling club on Mondays after 

school. By using painting, chalk, word searches 

and rainbow writing, the children have been 

able to practise spelling tricky words and have 

had fun at the same time!  

 


