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I’d like to wish you all a happy half term. I 

hope you have a relaxing break ready for the 

last part of the Summer Term. We start off 

the next half term celebrating the Queen’s 

Birthday on Friday 10
th

 June, as well as 

enjoying sports day, open evening and 

meeting our new teachers. 

See you on Monday 6
th

 June. 

Vicci Godbold 

 

Foundation Stage goes to the farm 

 
On Thursday the children in Reception visited 

Sacrewell Farm. We had a fantastic time bumping 

around on the tractor and meeting sneezing 

horses! The peacocks all came out to see us and 

the sun shone the whole day. We were very proud 

of the children as they behaved beautifully and 

were very polite to all the guides.   

    Mrs Hamilton 

 

Parking 

I’d like to please ask parents to be mindful of our 

neighbours as you park your car. Some of our 

parents are parking over driveways and in 

positions where residents cannot get out of their 

own drives to get to work.  

Please help us maintain good relationships with 

our neighbours. Thank you. 

 

Year 3 Scooter Training 

On Thursday 13
th

 May, our Year 3 pupils took part 

in a road safety incentive to promote safe 

scootering on pavements. They learned how to be 

considerate of other pedestrians, take care of 

themselves when cars are reversing out of 

driveways and how to cross a road safely. 

The LA Road safety officers were impressed by the 

way our pupils listened and by their excellent 

behaviour. 

 

 

The St Ives Millennium Community Shield 2016 

At the end of a Mayor’s time in office, he or she 

can give an award for a community organisation 

that has given services to the town. Cllr Ian 

Jackson chose to award it to Thorndown Primary 

School this year. Before giving out the award at 

last week’s Mayor Making ceremony, he said how 

much he admired our state of the art building, our 

improving standards and our hardworking and 

dedicated pupils and staff. 

Well done to all at Thorndown. We are going from 

strength to strength and people are noticing. 

 

 

Philosophy for Children 

A ‘Wall of Wonder’ has been started in our 

Learning Street! This promotes the development 

of pupils’ reasoning skills and their ability to 

rationalise and be philosophical.  Every couple of 

weeks a new question is given to the children.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions have no correct answer and children are 

enjoying thinking deeply! 

This week, the question is, “What are numbers?” 

Being able to reason in this way develops debate, 

persuasive writing and maths problem solving and 

reasoning. 

Keep an eye out for this board as you come into 

school this term. We would love you to share your 

ideas too. 

Safety 

We take the safety of our pupils and staff very 

seriously. This includes regular fire evacuation 

practices and also ‘invacuation’ practice, where 

pupils are kept inside. We may use this if a dog 

was loose on the playground. 

If your child is ever worried about these practices, 

please contact their class teacher. 

 

More teacher news! 

Miss Marshall gave birth to a girl last week, called 

Evie. All are doing well. Congratulations to them 

both. 

 

Thorndown Rocket Seeds Update 

 
We sent a letter to Wyevale Garden Centre 

explaining about the exciting experiment and they 

kindly donated the seed trays and compost for the 

experiment.  Thank you. 

First, we had to cut up the 40 cell trays into 5 by 5 

trays. Next, we filled the trays with compost in 

preparation for the seeds.  Then on Wednesday the 

20
th

, the seeds arrived and we sowed them.  We 

had to alter the number of seeds in each tray 

because the seed packets didn’t contain 100, as 

we’d expected.  The RHS said if we changed the 

number of cells in each tray we would still be able 

to complete the experiment. 

 
The following week, we were recording how many 

days until the first seeds had germinated.  After 

that we kept watering them daily with 100ml of 

water and turned the trays round every two days 

at lunch times. 

On Friday 24
th

 of April we calculated the 

percentage of seeds that were alive (this was day 

17). 

Next we measured the height in cm of the tallest 

seedling in each tray. 

Finally we calculated the average (mean) number 

of leaves on randomly selected plants from each 

tray.  Mrs Smith will send the data off to the RHS 

so the figures can be compared as part of the 

national experiment. 

We have been working as a team to take care of 

the seedlings. It was very hard work and fun. 

Rebecca & Kiera reporting for the Y3 /4 Science 

Buddy Team 

 

Year 3 and 4 go to Paxton Pits 

Paxton Pits is a brilliant nature reserve centre. 

Years 3 and 4 have been taking it in turns to go on 

a school trip there. 

Did you know that mammoths didn’t only roam the 

world, they roamed Paxton Pits! 

We were split into two groups and took turns to do 

different activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We saw a model of a sort of dinosaur whale from 

years back and it actually lived in Paxton Pits. Half 

of Paxton Pits was in water and that is where the 

whale lived. It was called Opthyosaurus.  

We also went fossil hunting and found some huge 

fossils underground. We even found a mammoth 

tusk. We also went pond dipping and found a huge 

water beetle. We found some very interesting 

things with lots of legs. Everyone enjoyed it lots! 

Sophie A, Year 4 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Motivational Writing 

All of our Year 6s have been writing motivational 

speeches to send to the Olympic Get Set 

competition this week. The winning speeches will 

be read to our Olympic competitors. We thought 

all our Year 6s did a great job and all deserve to 

win. Oliva’s writing below is a great example of 

how well they have done.  

 

What do you want to be? Do you want to be 

remembered as the person who kept going, or do 

you want to be remembered as the first person to 

give up at the first hurdle? Only you can make that 

dream you have come true. Only you can get back 

up when you fall. Only you can make your dreams 

a reality. 

The world is a difficult place to live; you don’t 

become successful from sitting around. You need 

to get up, get out there and show the world what 

you are made of. Don’t be afraid to fail. Learn from 

your mistakes. He who says he can and he who 

says he can’t are both usually right. You are 

amazing no matter what anyone says and you can 

be the next person who wins a Great Britain gold 

medal. 

Pain is only temporary. It can last a second, a 

minute. It could last a day or a year, but remember 

if you quit, it will last a lifetime. Every day we fall, 

we become stronger, stronger and stronger. Don’t 

cry because of the pain, do not cry to quit. Cry to 

keep on going. 

Sacrifice what you are for what you will become. 

Nobody is going to hit you as hard as life will and 

nobody is going to pull you down. Sight can be 

replaced by guides, limbs replaced by wheelchairs 

but everybody has to overcome a challenge; even 

you. Show the world how amazing you are, how 

great you are!  

Be an inspiration. Be resilient. 

Now, what are you going to do? 

 

Musical instrument lessons 

In assembly last week, Tiana and Yasmin, who 

have been having violin lessons through the 

school, performed. Both girls held their nerve and 

performed very confidently in front of so many 

expectant faces. Well done girls; you were great. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are still places available if you would like 

your child to learn violin. The lessons take place 

during school time on Monday mornings. Mrs 

Cook, in the school office, has details of these 

lessons and other available music lessons. 

 

Recycling Assembly 

 
Our “Rubbish” Teacher 

On Wednesday 18
th

 May 2016, we had a visitor 

from the recycling plant company, Amey. They sort 

out rubbish for the 600,000 people living in 

Cambridgeshire. They gave us some very 

interesting information about bins. 

What goes in each bin? 

The man from Amey told us lots about what should 

go in which bin. Here is just the tip of the iceberg 

that he told us. 

Green bins: In green bins, we put: Plants, weeds, 

and fruit or vegetable waste. 

Blue bins: In blue bins, we put: things that can be 

recycled e.g. newspaper, cardboard, plastic bottles 

and metal. 

Black bins: in black bins, we put: things that can’t 

go in either green or blue bins, like nappies. 

 

What happens after we put things in the bin? 

He also explained what happens after they collect 

our rubbish. 

When you put things in the green bin, it is later 

turned into compost. Doing so takes 6 weeks. Also, 

after you recycle things, it goes through a four- 

week process so it can be used again. 

 

So, remember when putting things in the bin, stop 

and think: which bin does this go in? All of the 

school learnt so much.  

By Lauren M and Jessica R, Year 6 

 


