
Welcome to the Year 1/2 newsletter! 

There have been some changes in Year 1 and 2 this academic year as we welcome two new 

members of staff. Miss. Bel and Miss. Melander are both very excited to join the Thorndown team! 

Our new topic.  

We have a fantastic new topic to start our year as we will be 

learning about The Great Fire of London! The children will be 

learning to ask meaningful questions about this mysterious 

event. We will also learn about the differences in firefighting at 

the time of the fire compared to today. At the end of our topic 

we will have a visit from Cambridgeshire fire service members 

and a fire engine! If you want to talk about some Great Fire 

facts at home look no further than this website 

http://www.thekidswindow.co.uk/News/Fire_of_London.htm  

English  

During the early stages of the year there will be a focus on children getting used to their new 

classrooms and getting to know their new classmates and teachers.  

In English children will be working on retelling the events of the Great Fire of London. For many 

children constructing a simple sentence with spaces between words, a capital letter and a full stop will 

be the main focus. Year 2 children will be focussing on connecting their sentences using time related 

vocabulary.  

Please encourage your children to practise writing at home. This 

can be in the form of shopping lists, diaries, greetings cards or 

even (dare I mention it!) Christmas wish lists! With the introduction 

of our new cursive handwriting style the more children are 

practising at home the better. If your child is a reluctant writer there 

are other ways you can encourage them to have a go; why not try 

chunky chalks, writing with a paintbrush and water or even writing 

in shaving foam on a shiny surface? 

 

Maths 

Our initial focus in Maths will be the number system and place value. In order for children to begin 

using the four operations it is essential that they have a good understanding of the value of numbers. 

Over the coming weeks children will be comparing numbers in order to understand their relative size. 

At this early age the use of mathematical vocabulary and thinking is very important, planned sessions 

will build on and extend children’s understanding. For more information on this and the ‘Mr Men and 

Little Miss Maths Powers’ we will be referring to in the classroom please have a look at past editions 

of the Literacy and Maths Newsletters on our school website. 

 

Practising counting and ordering numbers at home would be beneficial in supporting activities that 

your child will be participating in at school. Practical counting objects are essential in supporting this. 

There are so many things in every home which can be used eg. Pieces of pasta, buttons, toy cars, 

socks, raisins and chocolate buttons! Turning Maths into games means that children won’t even know 

they are practising their newly acquired skills. Here are a few ideas:  

• Basic counting can be practised through songs and rhymes.  

• Ordering family members by age (Both from largest to smallest 

number of years and vise-versa) 

• Playing one more/one less (Registration plates, door numbers and 

motorway numbers are all around us!)  

• To practise counting in twos why not try pairing socks from the 

laundry airer?  

• Higher or lower card games are simple but fun! 



Phonics  

As in Reception and Year 1 your child will continue to be taught to read and write by using Phonics. 

Each day your child will take part in a short session in which they will recap and build on their existing 

knowledge. If your child would like to practise their sounds at home there are some great games on 

the following sites:  

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html  

http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/  

 

Notices 

Each class will participate in PE twice per week.  

These are the days which your child will have PE:  

 Indoor PE Outdoor PE 

Bats Tuesday Monday 

Nightingales Tuesday Thursday 

Otters Monday Tuesday 

Owls Monday Friday 

Rabbits Friday Monday 

 

Please can you ensure that your child has full PE kit appropriate for each PE lesson with them at all 
times. Children should wear navy or black shorts and a white t-shirt. May we kindly ask that your child 
has a change of shoes, either plimsolls or trainers and a pair of socks if they wear tights. Children 
may wish to wear a tracksuit / jumper for outside activities particularly in autumn and winter. Please 
may we request that all clothing coming to school is labelled, as this helps us return lost items. 
 
Throughout the week your child can change their reading book as many times as they wish. Each 

morning your child will place their home school diary in a box in their classroom, they will then change 

their book and take the new one home to share with you at the end of the day. Please be aware 

reading does not have to be confined to school reading books and other books, comics and 

magazines are all brilliant in helping your child develop their reading!  

Homework will commence after October half term to enable the children to settle in to their new 

classes. Your child’s class teacher will provide a choice of six activities from which your child will be 

asked to choose a minimum of one activity. There will be several weeks for them to work on this 

activity at home. On a specified date all members of the class will bring their homework in for a 

celebration and sharing session, this is a fantastic way to enable the children to take pride in what 

they have achieved. 

Skoolbo 

In addition to the homework task mentioned above, your child will 

have access to an online learning platform called Skoolbo. Many 

children have already used this in school time and have shown 

lots of enthusiasm for this fun, interactive learning experience. A 

letter from Mrs. Gerrard will be issued shortly which will give 

details of how your child can begin to access this at home! Watch 

this space!  

 

The KS1 team hope this gives you a brief insight into the start of the school year, if you have any 

questions please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher.  


