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THORNDOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Headteacher: Miss V Godbold 

Hill Rise 

St Ives  

PE27 6SE                                                                                                                                    Tel: 01480 375103                            

e-mail: office@thorndown.cambs.sch.uk                                                            Fax: 01480 375104                                                       

 

Spring Term Year 3 & 4 Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Here is some information about what is happening this term, which we hope you will find useful. 

 

Home-School Diary 

 

Please remember to use the Home-School Diary as a means of communication between you and your 

child’s teacher.  We would appreciate it if you could ensure that it is brought into school each day and 

ask that you sign the book to acknowledge that you have seen any messages. We regularly remind the 

children that it is now their responsibility to show us any messages from home. If you need to make 

an appointment to see your child’s class teacher, we ask that you put a note in the Home-School Diary 

or make an appointment via the office. 

 

Water bottles 

 

Children are encouraged to bring a named bottle of water each day, to have in the classroom in case 

they are thirsty. As a school, we promote drinking water as the healthier option, but it is also the 

practical choice in a classroom where spills may occur. Your child may bring in juice or squash, which 

they can keep on the packed lunch trolley to drink at lunchtimes.  

 

Snacks 

 

Children are encouraged to bring in a healthy snack, which they keep in their drawer, for playtime. A 

piece of fruit is ideal. 

 

Valuables 

 

Children should not bring anything valuable into school, unless a prior arrangement has been made 

with their class teacher. We advise children to keep anything that they consider precious at home. 

 

English 

 

This term, our main themes will be:  

 

• instructions 

• persuasion, linked to our work on the Ancient Egyptians  

• playscripts 

 

Children need to learn to transfer these skills into all areas of their writing – cross-curricular work 

really helps them to understand this. 
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Reading 

 

Children are taught reading skills during the English 

lessons and during additional group reading sessions. 

The children have reading books, which they are 

encouraged to bring home to enjoy with you. The 

discussion of reading is now a very important part of 

their development and a lovely activity to share. They 

are aware that it is their responsibility to change their 

own books and know the times of day when it is 

appropriate to do so. Children benefit from practising 

their reading for a short time every day and we would 

appreciate you signing the Home- School book when you 

listen to them.  Please feel free to make any comments 

about how they’ve got on, as we find this feedback very 

useful. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Spelling 

 

When learning to spell words, we recommend the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check’ method, which 

involves the child looking at the word to try to memorise it, (it is often helpful to break it down into 

easier chunks) saying it out loud, (either sounding it out in chunks or saying the names of the letters) 

covering the word up and writing it, and finally checking to see if their attempt is correct. The year 3/4  

word lists are in the home school diaries. Please can you encourage your child to learn the words in 

the list. 

 

Mathematics 

We will be focussing on division, fractions, shape and co-ordinates this term. Many links are made 

between strands of mathematics and the children are encouraged to make use of ‘real’ maths in 

everyday situations and convince others of their ideas. If you wish to help your child at home, it is 

always useful to practise recalling basic number facts, e.g. adding and subtracting pairs of small 

numbers, doubling and halving and then applying this knowledge to larger numbers. We also 

encourage the children to learn times-tables and related division facts. This is now more important as 

the government have just announced that children are likely to be tested on their times tables in year 

6 starting in September 2017.    

 

Children have a Skoolbo account. We encourage the children to use the software to help them with 

their learning. 

 

Science 

 

Our topics this term are our body and food chains.   

Children will be learning about digestion, teeth, joints and muscles.  

After half term we will be looking at food chains. To support this topic we are looking to go to Paxton 

Pits early in the Summer term. 

 

Humanities 

 

This term we will be investigating the Ancient Egyptians as well as becoming aware of the Terracotta 

Army and the Indus Valley. Any research the children can do at home will help them in their 

understanding of the subject. 

 

R.E 

 

We will be looking at the  Islamic religion which links nicely with our work on different civilizations. 
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ICT 

 

Our focus for this half term is internet safety,   digital literacy, followed by programming after half 

term; a topic that the children thoroughly enjoy. Children should be using their Starz account to allow 

them to use email, blog, coding and to do the typing homework challenges. 

 

PSHE 

 

This term your child will take part in WalkSmart, a road safety awareness program designed to raise 

children’s observation and awareness whilst crossing the road with an adult. The program consists of 3 

sessions, 2 of which are out by the side of the road with 2 members of staff who have received 

training by the road safety team. Children are trained in a ratio of 5 children to 1 adult and high 

visibility jackets are worn for the duration of the training. Children will follow up this program by 

completing a road safety booklet. 

 

Music 

 

This term, we are drumming, singing and performing songs for the production.  

 

French 

 

The focus this term is to build solid foundations for language learning for the future. 

Children will revise all the bases (colours, numbers, alphabet, class instruction…), and they will also 

learn about the country and cultural aspects of this subject. 

 

PE 

 

Please find the timetable for PE and Games for this half term in your child’s home school book 

indicating the PE days. This term, children will be doing ball skills, dance and gymnastics. 

        

Please ensure that your child has the appropriate kit for each PE lesson.  They should wear navy or 

black shorts and a white t-shirt, and should have a change of shoes, either plimsolls or trainers and 

a pair of socks if they wear tights. They may also wear a tracksuit / jumper for outside activities. 

Please try to ensure that all clothing coming to school is labelled, as this helps us return lost 

items to their owner.  Please note the school policy of NO jewellery. 

 

Learning Logs 

 

Children have been given  a selection of activities to choose from. Children need to choose 2 activities 

to complete and share with the rest of the class. There is a homework club running at school to help 

those children who find it difficult to do homework at home. It is their responsibility however, to turn 

up on a Tuesday lunchtime  to complete this. 

 

Parent Consultations 

 

Our Parent Consultation evenings are on Tuesday 15th and Thursday 17th March, which will give us an 

opportunity to discuss how your child is progressing. An appointment request form letter will follow 

nearer the time. We are also having a year 3/4 open classroom on Thursday 4th February for parents 

to come in and watch part of a lesson from 9.30 – 10.15. More details will follow shortly. 
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Production 

 

The children will be doing a class production this term. The dates are: 

 

Gorillas – Mon 21st March – pm 

Eagles – Tuesday 22nd  March – am 

Pelicans - Tuesday 22nd  March – pm 

Lions -  Wednesday 23rd  March – am 

Red Pandas -  Wednesday 23rd  March – pm 

 

More details will follow nearer the time. 

 

We hope this gives you some idea of our Spring Term plans. If you have any queries or 

concerns about your child that you would like to discuss before Parents’ Evening, then 

please do not hesitate to make an appointment to speak to us or let us know via the Home-

School book. 

 

Year 3/4 Team 

 

   


